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This practice consists in manipulating and controlling the quantity and quality of available nutrients, feedstuffs, or additives fed to livestock and poultry.
with the PURPOSE of:
· Improving feeding efficiency in a manner that facilitates and contributes to the conservation of natural resources.
· Reducing the quantity of nitrogen, phosphorus, sulfur, salts, and other nutrients excreted in the manure.  
· Reducing the quantity and viability of pathogens in manure.  
· Reducing odor, particulate matter, and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions production from animal feeding operations.  
This PRACTICE APPLIES to:
· Livestock and poultry operations with a whole farm nutrient imbalance, with more nutrients imported to the farm than are exported and/or utilized by cropping programs.
· Livestock and poultry operations that have a significant accumulation of nutrients in the soil. 
· Livestock and poultry operations that land apply manure and do not have a land base large enough to allow nutrients to be applied at rates recommended by soil test and utilized by crops in the rotation.
· Livestock and poultry operations seeking to improve nutrient use efficiencies.
· Livestock and poultry operations seeking to reduce manure pathogens.
· Livestock and poultry operations seeking to reduce odors and or GHGs from their manure.

PROCEDURE
Feed management must follow recommendations from the University of Puerto Rico (Land Grant- Extension Service and the Agricultural Experiment Station) and the University of the US Virgin Islands.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
The producer/client is responsible for the operation and maintenance of the feed management plan.  Operation and maintenance activities address the following:
· Periodic plan review to determine if adjustments or modifications are needed.
· Routine feed analysis to document the rates at which nitrogen and phosphorus were actually fed.  When actual rates fed differ from or exceed the planned rates, records will indicate the reasons for the differences.
· Maintain records to document plan implementation.  As applicable, records include:
 Feed analysis and ration formulation, including the record of ration formulation used prior to implementing the feeding strategy.
 Records estimating the impact the feeding strategy is having on reducing manure nutrient content. 
 Manure analysis that was done after the feeding strategy was implemented to determine manure nutrient content.
 Dates of review and person performing the review, and any recommendations that resulted from the review.
Records of plan implementation shall be maintained for five years, or for a period longer than five years if required by other Federal, state, or local ordinances, program, or contract requirements.
Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service State Office or visit the Field Office Technical Guide.
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