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A field border consists on a strip of permanent vegetation established at the edge or around the perimeter of a field.
with the purpose of:
· Reducing erosion from wind and water
· Protecting soil and water quality
· Managing pest populations
· Providing wildlife food and cover and pollinator habitat
· Increasing carbon storage 
· Improving air quality
This practice is applied around the perimeter of fields.  Its use can support or connect other buffer practices within and between fields.  
Minimum width for all purposes except Water quality absorbed, dissolved and suspended contaminants shall be 15 feet.
For Water Quality – Adsorbed, Dissolved and Suspended Contaminants, the minimum width for this purpose shall be 30 feet.
For plant species for field borders see Table 1.
Table 1. Plant species for field borders in the Caribbean Area/1.
	English and Spanish Common Names
	Technical Name
	Seeding  rates
	Humid zone
	Dry zone

	Pangola
	Digitaria eriantha
	Sprigs-1,500  lbs/acre
	X
	

	Star or Estrella
	Cynodon nelmfuensis
	Sprigs-1,500 lbs/acre
	X
	

	Kleberg or Pajón
	Dichantium annulatum
	10 lbs.acre
	
	X

	Hurricane or Huracán
	Bothriochloa pertusa
	10 lbs/acre
	
	X

	Signal (Brachiarias)
	Urochloa spp.
	25 lbs/acre
	X
	


/1This list is not all inclusive. For other potential species consult the Plant Materials/Grasslands Specialist.  Legumes are recommended and also plants that attract pollinators. Species for humid zones can be established in dry zones with irrigation.
Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service State Office or visit the Field Office Technical Guide.
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