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This practices consists in a strip or area of herbaceous vegetation that removes contaminants from overland flow. 
with the PURPOSE of:
· Reducing suspended solids and associated contaminants in runoff.
· Reducing dissolved contaminant loadings in runoff.
· Reducing suspended solids and associated contaminants in irrigation tailwater.
This PRACTICE APPLIES in:
Filter strips are established where environmentally-sensitive areas need to be protected from sediment, other suspended solids and dissolved contaminants in runoff. Examples of these areas are: lower parts of cropland or pastureland near a critical site such as a water body (creek, river, wetland, spring, gut).
The minimum flow length through the filter strip shall be 20 feet unless other specification. The filter strip shall be located immediately downslope from the source area of contaminants. Additional criteria to reduce suspended solids and associated contaminants in runoff may apply, for this concern the minimum flow length shall be 30 feet. 
For the purposes of filtering contaminants, permanent filter strip vegetative plantings shall be harvested as appropriate to encourage dense growth, maintain an upright growth habit and remove nutrients and other contaminants that are contained in the plant tissue.
If grazing is used to harvest vegetation from the filter strip, the grazing plan must insure that the integrity and function of the filter strip is not adversely affected.
Increasing the width of the filter strip beyond the minimum required will increase the potential for capturing contaminants in runoff; the wildlife and pollinator benefits of this herbaceous cover; filter strips can enhance connectivity of corridors and non-cultivated patches of vegetation within the watershed and increasing the width of a filter strip beyond the minimum required, will increase the potential for carbon sequestration.
Table 1. shows potential plant species to be used in filter strips.

Table1. Plant species recommended for filter strips\1.
	Common English and Spanish Name
	
Technical Name
	
Planting rate/acre
	
Humid areas
	
Dry Areas

	Hurricane or Huracán
	Bothriochloa pertusa
	Seed-10 lbs
	
	X

	Kleberg blue stem or Pajón
	Dichanthium annulatum
	Seed-10 lbs
	
	X

	Pangola
	Digitaria eriantha
	Sprigs-1,500 lbs
	X
	With irrigation

	Signal (Brachiarias)
	Urochloa spp.
	Seed-10 lbs
	X
	With irrigation

	Star or Estrella
	Cynodon nlemfuensis
	Sprigs-1,500 lbs
	X
	With irrigation


\1 This list is not all inclusive. For other potential species consult the Plant Materials/Grasslands Specialist.







Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service State Office, or visit the Field Office Technical Guide.
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