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Herbaceous weed control consists in the removal or control of herbaceous weeds including invasive, noxious and prohibited plants.
With the purpose of:
Enhance accessibility, quantity, and quality of forage and/or browse.
Restore or release native or create desired plant communities and wildlife habitats consistent with the ecological site.
Protect soils and control erosion
Reduce fine-fuels fire hazard and improve air quality
This practice applies on all lands except active cropland where removal reduction or manipulation of herbaceous vegetation is desired.
This practice does not apply to removal herbaceous vegetation to facilitate a land use change (use Land Clearing - 460). NRCS will not develop biological or chemical treatment recommendations except for biological control utilizing grazing animals.  Prescribed Grazing (528) is used to ensure desired results are achieved and maintained.
Control shall be conducted during periods of the year when weed species are most vulnerable and will promote the restoration of the native or desired plant communities, periods of the year that accommodate reproduction and other life-cycle requirements of target wildlife and pollinator species.
Deferment may be applied as needed in rotational grazing systems.
For common herbaceous weed species in the Caribbean Area see Table 1.

Table 1. Most Common Herbaceous Weed Species in Caribbean Area/1
	Common English and Spanish Name
	Technical Name
	Growth Habit

	American black nightshade or Mata de gallina
	Solanum americanum
	subshrub

	Climbing dayflower or Cohitre
	Commelina difussa
	Creeping herb

	Common purslane or Verdolaga
	Portulaca oleracea
	prostrate

	Common water hyacinth or Jacinto de Agua
	Eichhornia crassipes
	emergent

	Cortadera, Yerba brava
	Paspalum millegrana
	grass

	Cow-itch or Pica-pica
	Stizolobium pruriens
	vine

	Dodder or Tenta en el aire
	Cuscuta americana
	vine

	Goose grass or Pata de gallina
	Eleusine indica
	grass

	Guinea grass or Yerba Guinea
	Megathyrsus maximum
	grass

	Itch grass or Yerba picante
	Rottboellia cohinchinensis
	grass

	Johnson
	Sorghum halepense
	grass

	Mexican prickly poppy or Cardo santo
	Argemone mexicana
	subshrub

	Platanillo
	Cleome speciosa
	Herbaceous shrubby

	Razorgrass or Matojo blanco
	Paspalum virgatum
	grass

	Santa Maria feverfew or Ajenjo cimarron
	Parthenium hysterophorus
	Herbaceous shrubby

	Seasonvine or Bejuco de caro
	Cissus verticilata
	vine

	Spiny amaranth or Blero espinoso
	Amaranthus spinosus
	subshrub

	Spleen-amaranth or Blero
	Amaranthus dubius
	subshrub

	Venezuela grass or Yerba Venezolana
	Paspalum fasciculatum
	grass

	Water lettuce or Lechuga de agua
	Pistia stratiotes
	acuatic

	Wild balsam or Cundeamor
	Momordica charantia
	vine


/1 This list is not all inclusive; it is intended to provide a first line reference of common weeds. Other species may be identified as herbaceous weeds.  For more information consult the Plant Materials/Grasslands Specialist.
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE:
Review fields regualrly to identify weeds. Give special attention to invasive species and discuss with the client control methods.


Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service State Office or visit the Field Office Technical Guide.
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