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This practice consists in establishing adapted and/or compatible species, varieties, or cultivars of herbaceous species suitable for pasture, hay, or biomass production.
with the PURPOSe of:
 Improving or maintaining livestock nutrition and/or health.
 Providing or increasing forage supply during periods of low forage production.
 Reducing soil erosion. 
 Improving soil and water quality. 
 Producing feedstock for biofuel or energy production.
where this PRACTICE APPLIES
This practice applies to all lands suitable to the establishment of annual, biennial or perennial species for forage or biomass production. This practice does not apply to the establishment of annually planted and harvested food, fiber, or oilseed crops.
During and upon stand establishment planning and application of the following conservation practices should be considered as applicable; Forage and Biomass Harvest (511), Herbaceous Weed Control (315), Nutrient Management (590), and  Prescribed Grazing (528).
Seedbed preparation is critical for the success of the establishment. Land preparation and planting must be done following the contour or as farming as possible. Planting dates may coincide with the beginning of the rainy season. 
Species for forage grass and biomass planting are shown in Table 1. Table 2. Shows legume forage species.

Table 1. Forage Grasses and Biomass Species for the Caribbean Area\1.
	Common English and Spanish Name
	
Technical Name
	
Planting rate/acre/type
	
Humid areas
	
Dry Areas

	Forage corn or maíz forrajero
	Zea mays
	See label for variety/row
	X
	X with irrigation

	Forage sorghum or sorgo forrajero
	Sorghum vulgare
	Seed- 30 lbs/acre/row
	X
	X with irrigation

	Guinea
	Megathyrsus maximum
	Seed-25 lbs/acre/row or broadcast
	X
	X

	Hurricane or Huracán
	Bothriochloa pertusa
	Seed-10 lbs/acre/broadcast
	
	X

	Kleberg blue stem or Pajón
	Dichanthium annulatum
	Seed-10 lbs/acre/broadcast
	
	X

	Napier/Merker
	Pennisetum purpureum
	Culms-2,000 lbs/acre/row
	X
	

	Pangola
	Digitaria eriantha
	Sprigs-1,500 lbs/acre/row or broadcast
	X
	X with irrigation

	Rhodes or Rodes
	Chloris gayana
	Seed- 7 lbs/acre/row or broadcast
	X
	X with irrigation

	Signal (Brachiarias)
	Urochloa spp.
	Seed-10 lbs/acre/row or broadcast
	X
	X with irrigation

	Stargrass or Yerba estrella
	Cynodon nlemfuensis
	Sprigs-1,500 lbs/acre/row or boradcast
	X
	X with irrigation


\1This list is not all inclusive. For other potential grass forage species consult the Grasslands Specialist.





Table 2. Forage legume species for the Caribbean Area\1,\2
	Common English and Spanish Name
	
Technical Name
	
Seeding rate (broadcast or in rows)
	
Humid areas
	
Dry Areas

	Desmanthus or Desmanto
	Desmanthus virgatus
	2 lbs/acre
	X 
	X

	Desmo or Pega-pega
	Desmodium spp.
	2 lbs/acre
	X
	X with irrigation

	Siratro
	Macroptilium atropurpureum
	2 lbs/acre
	X
	X

	Zarcilla or Tan-Tan
	Leucaena leucocephala (only variety Cunningham is recommended)
	2 lbs/acre
	X
	X


\1 1This list is not all inclusive. For other potential grass forage species consult the Grasslands Specialist.
\2 Most legumes perform better in neutral to calcareous soils. Desmodium may be recommended for slightly acid soils.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE: client must visit the field regularly for pests infestations, presence of weeds or other potential damages and make replanting if needed.
Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service State Office or visit the Field Office Technical Guide.
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