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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
CARIBBEAN AREA
GRAZING LAND MECHANICAL TREATMENT
(Ac.)
code 548
Specifications Guide
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This practice consists in modifying physical soil and/or plant conditions with mechanical tools by treatments such as pitting, contour furrowing, and chiseling, ripping or subsoiling.
with the PURPOSE of:
· Fracturing compacted soil layers and improving soil permeability.
· Reducing water runoff and increasing infiltration.
· Breaking up root-bound conditions and thatch to increase plant vigor.
· Renovating and stimulating plant community for greater productivity and yield.
This PRACTICE APPLIES On:
Pastureland, rangeland, grazed forest, and native pastures where the slopes are less than 30 percent.
CONSIDERATIONS:
Prescribed Grazing (528) will follow any grazing land mechanical treatment application.
Adequate rest from grazing shall be applied to ensure desired plant responses from this treatment.
All treatments should be planned on the contour when conditions warrant.
Consider cultural resources when planning this practice.  If the selected mechanical treatment will exceed the depth of prior ground disturbance, this activity could affect buried cultural resources. Consult with SPHO for potential cultural resources.
Land treatment should comply with the following procedure:
1. Verify soil moisture; not to dry, not to wet.
2. Follow the soil contour.
3. Treatment depth: 6 to 10 inches. About 80% of the grass roots are in the first 8 inches of the soil surface.
4. Furrow minimum width must be 6 inches.
5. For established pastures: furrows must be spaced 5 to 30 feet apart. Leave about 50% of the area untreated to maintain desirable vegetation.
6. For new planting, furrows must be 4 feet apart unless other tillage practice is considered.
7. Plan to apply this practice before or at the beginning of the rainy season.


Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service State Office or visit the Field Office Technical Guide.
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