OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
ANIMAL MORTALITY FACILITY
CPS No. 316

Landowner/Operator		Click here to enter text.					
Practice Location		Click here to enter text.					
County		Click here to enter text.	Farm/Tract/Field No.	Click here to enter text.
Prepared By	Click here to enter text.	 		Date	Click here to enter text.
Title ____Click here to enter text.__________________________
 (
Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to estab
lish and implement an operation
 and maintenance program.  By signing this document, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the items in the O&M plan.
Signature
Landowner/Operator: __________________________________________________ Date: __________
)




This practice includes disposal of both routine and catastrophic animal mortality; however, it may not apply to catastrophic mortality resulting from disease. In cases of disease related catastrophic mortality, this standard is applicable only when directed by the appropriate state or federal authority (typically the state veterinarian or USDA APHIS) to use the methods in this standard.

In case of catastrophic mortality contact the CT State Veterinarian for further guidance and action.  The phone number is 860-713-2505.
Items to inspect and maintain during the 15-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:

Maintenance
1. Inspect annually and after significant storm events to identify repair and maintenance needs.
2. Maintain setbacks and separation distances as established during practice installation.
3. Follow your Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP).  Maintain records of additions and removals of all material.  Land apply the contents of the mortality facility according to a CNMP spreading plan.
4. A good vegetative cover of grass should be maintained around all structures to help prevent soil erosion. If the vegetative cover is damaged, it should be reestablished as soon as possible. The vegetative cover should be mowed twice a year to stimulate vigorous plant growth and maintain accessibility to the facility.  Operate mowing and other equipment on slopes in accordance with machinery operation manual.
5. Do not dispose of unintended or dangerous items (e.g. dead animals not intended for the facility, greases, syringes, human waste, or other wastes) in the facility.
6. Inspect concrete and wood walls, concrete floors, and roofs often for separations and/or cracks which would indicate potential failure. Repairs should be made immediately. A thorough inspection should be made each time the facility is emptied.
7. Maintain all electrical and mechanical equipment in good operating conditions by following the manufacturer’s recommendations.
8. Maintain grounding rods and wiring for all electrical equipment in good condition.
9. All fences, railings, and/or warning signs shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.
10. Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage to the structure, earthen areas surrounding the structure, and any related items.

Incinerators and Gasifiers
1. Use incinerators and gasifiers only for the disposal of animal carcasses.
2. Operate units properly to maximize equipment life and minimize emission problems.  Maintain equipment so fumes meet CT state emission mandates.
3. Load the units according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.
4. Remove ashes frequently to maximize combustion and prevent damage to equipment.  Include methods for collecting and disposing of the ash material remaining after incineration.  Follow your CNMP for ash disposal requirements.
5. Inspect the units periodically to ensure that all components are operating as planned and in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Refrigeration Units
1. Ensure refrigeration units are protected from precipitation and direct sunlight.
2. Operate refrigeration units properly to maximize equipment life and minimize potential problems.
3. Load the refrigeration unit according to manufacturer’s recommendations and do not exceed the design capacity.
4. Use refrigeration units only for the dead animals associated with the planned operation.
5. Inspect the refrigeration unit periodically for leaks, structural integrity and temperature.

Composters 
1. Refer to 317 Composting Facility practice standard and operation and maintenance plan for guidance on mortality composting.

Recordkeeping
The owner or operator of the animal mortality facility shall keep records of the following information and shall make the records available upon request, if needed:
1. The quantity of dead animals (approximate weight) of livestock or afterbirth added each time an addition is made, the species of animals and any added material.
2. Dates of removal from animal mortality facility.  Amounts, final utility and location of all removed materials.


SPECIFIC O&M REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS PRACTICE INSTALLATION:
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