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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
CRITICAL AREA PLANTING
CPS No. 342

Landowner/Operator	Click here to enter text.								
Practice Location		Click here to enter text.								
County	Click here to enter text.			 Farm/Tract/Field No.	Click here to enter text.	
Prepared By	Click here to enter text.		 Date	Click here to enter text.	
Title ___Click here to enter text.______________________________________

 (
Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an operation and maintenance program.  By signing this document, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the items in the O&M plan.
Signature
Landowner/Operator: __________________________________________________ Date: __________
)




Items to inspect and maintain during the 10-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. The operator will inspect and calibrate planting equipment prior to use to ensure proper rate, distribution and depth of planting material.
2. Check new seedings and plantings every few days during the first month to assess progress and apply the needed care (irrigation, reseeding, remulching, etc.).  If irrigation is needed, water the plantings for the first 30 days per recommendation.  If the stand is uniform but too thin (50 to 80% ground cover), apply additional seed during the next optimum seeding period with a no-till drill, grain drill, broadcast or hydroseeder as site conditions dictate.  Sites with an establishment rate of less than 50% should be reseeded in accordance with the original planting plan.  Determine the reasons for planting failure and corrective measures should be incorporated into the remedial planting.
3. After the first month, the planting should be inspected at least twice in the first year and then at least annually.  Evaluate the site within several months of seeding.  
4. Remove silt fences, hay bales, etc. after the area is stabilized.
5. The planting must be protected from such things as vehicle and pedestrian traffic, pest infestations, pesticide use on adjacent lands, livestock damage, erosion and fire.  Damaged vegetation should be repaired promptly.
6. When possible, activities should be performed outside the nesting season of most migratory birds.  For CT the nesting period is between April 15th and August 1st.  If management needs to occur during the nesting period, scout for nests prior to starting the work.  Use equipment and activities which promote escape, such as flush bars or directional mowing, not circular mowing.  If nests are found, NRCS should be contacted as well as CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (CT DEEP) and/or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (US FWS) for the correct course of action.
7. If weeds need to be controlled see 315 - Herbaceous Weed Control Operation and Maintenance Plan requirements.
8. If grasses or forbs are to be mowed, leave sufficient stubble to maintain good regrowth, typically 4-6 inches in height.  Leave a minimum stubble height of 6 inches when mowing warm season grasses, and 4 inches for other grasses and legumes.
9. Soil amendments such as manure, fertilizers or compost, should be applied as required to maintain ground cover density at the desired level (usually 90% or greater).  Application of soil amendments will be based upon soil test laboratory recommendations.  At a minimum, test the soil at least once every five years for non-cropped fields. 
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