USDA
_ United States Department of Agriculture

528-Prescribed Grazing Implementation Certification Form for Pasture Systems

Producer Name, Address, & Phone Number: | Farm #: Tract #: Fields Planned:
Planned Acres: Program: Fields Reviewed:
Instructions: At a minimum, complete the form for the last field used for grazing and the next field to be grazed. This
certification is to be used when adequate records are not available or have not been provided in a timely manner. Write a Y
in Column A when the items have been certified as meeting the listed criteria. Write an N when items do meet the criteria.
Items not meeting the criteria should be reviewed with the producer to ensure adjustments are made as needed.
Recommended requirements for certification are: yr. 1 =5Y,yr.2=7Y, yr. 3=9Y. This form is to be used only in
systems where pastures are a main source of forage for grazing livestock. Do not use for mob grazing systems.
CRITERIA NOTES/COMMENTS
1. Management:
a. Grazing Plan, Monitoring Records, or Producer Description of the system
indicates adequate rest periods are planned and used to maintain adequate
forage or targeted plant height.
b. Pastures have adequate ground cover (= 90%) and plant density, and are
primarily composed of desirable forage species.
2. Appropriate Grazing Height:
a. Minimum forage height is 3 inches.
b. Forage is grazed before flowering stage (for highest feed value), unless
stockpiling for Fall or Winter grazing.
3. Watering System
a. Water is readily available to grazing livestock (typ. < 800 ft). System
consists of one or more of the following scenarios: portable tubs that are
regularly moved to improve manure distribution, fixed tubs in heavy use
areas from where accumulated manure is regularly removed, or livestock
have controlled access to surface water for drinking only.
4. Animal Trails
a. Animal trails or walkways are in stable condition, scraped from manure
as needed. If present, stream crossings for livestock are stable, and with
gates closed when not in use.
5. Soil Fertility
a. Current soil tests (< three growing seasons) showing adequate nutrient
levels for plant growth (PH >5.5, and at least two macro nutrients within
optimum range), or records of recent lime and fertilizer applicatications
according to soil test results.
6. Fencing System
a. Fences are maintained and used for intended purpose. Electric fencing
is functional.
7. Weeds
a. Undesirable weeds and unwanted brush are managed through mowing,
herbicide, or other acceptable management.
8. Contingency Plan
a. Livestock is excluded from pastures during muddy conditions and when
there is not sufficient grass cover to prevent damage to the pastures.
b. Livestock confinement areas are managed to prevent impacts on water
resources.
USDA IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER, EMPLOYER, AND LENDER.
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Notes:

Practice does [0 /does not [0 meet minimum standards and specifications:

Planner’s Signature Date
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