
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NRCS-PS-380  
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 12/09 
DELAWARE  
 

WINDBREAK/SHELTER BELT ESTABLISHMENT 
 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN 
 

Operator: __________________________ Date: _______________ 
 

Address: _______________________________________________  
 

 ______________________________________________________  
 
A properly operated and maintained windbreak is an asset to your farm.  This windbreak was designed 
and installed to provide shelter, improve air quality, and enhance aesthetics.  The practice must be 
maintained for the life span of the practice which is 15 years. The life of the windbreak can be assured 
and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program. 
 
This structure will require you to perform periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to 
maintain satisfactory performance.  The following actions shall be carried out to insure that the practice 
functions as intended throughout its life span. 
 
1. Inspect trees and shrubs periodically and protect from adverse impacts including insects, diseases, 

fire, or damage from livestock and wildlife. 
 
2. Control competitive grasses and weeds around plants by mowing, mulching, and/or chemical control 

until plants are well-established.  Control all noxious weeds as required by state law. 
 
3. Provide supplemental water as needed. 
 
4. Replace dead trees and shrubs until the barrier is functional. 
 
5. Thin or prune the barrier as needed to maintain its function.  

 
 

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR INSTALLATION 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE                       NRCS-PS-380 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
DELAWARE 
 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE 
FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR YOUR 
STRUCTURE. 
 
New Castle Field Office  Kent Field Office Sussex Field Office  
(302) 832-3100 (302) 741-2600  (302) 856-3990 
 
 

 

Landowner Signature:  _________________________________   Date: __________________________  
 
Operator Signature:  ___________________________________   Date: __________________________  
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or family status.   
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 
720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


