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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

560 - ACCESS ROAD

I.  Scope

The work shall consist of constructing a road to the lines and grades shown on the drawings.

II.  Clearing

Trees, stumps, roots, brush, weeds, and other objectionable material shall be removed from the work area.  The limits of clearing will be marked by means of stakes, flags, or tree markings in the field.  All combustible material residue from clearing shall be burned, buried, or piled in designated disposal areas.  Burning shall be per​formed according to local regulations.

III.  Cuts and Fills

All excavation shall be made to the cut slopes and grades.  Suitable materials from excav​ation are to be used in earthfills.  The earthfill shall be placed in layers not to exceed 8 inches and compacted to same density as the undisturbed materials.  Should the fill material be either too wet or too dry, the moisture shall be adjusted by allowing the material to dry or by adding water so that the fill material has the proper moisture content as determined by the Engineer.

Prior to placing any earthfill, all unsuitable material shall be removed and the surface com​pacted.

IV.  Surfacing

After completion of cuts and fills, the road surface shall be graded smooth, culverts and/or water crossings installed and then surfaced.

Surfacing, when specified, shall be accomplished by placing 3 inches of gravel over the road surface.

V.  Structures for Water Control

Culverts of sizes and lengths specified shall be placed at the locations and grades as shown on the drawings.  The installation shall conform to the requirements of Construction Specification, Structure for Water Control (CMP Conduit).

When rock riprap or grouted rock is specified, these measures will be installed to conform to the requirements of the Construction Specification for these pract​ices.

VI.  Vegetative Cover

Unless otherwise specified, a protective cover of vegetation shall be established on the disturbed area.  The planting of vegetative materials shall con​form to the requirements of Practice Specification 342, Critical Area Planting.

VII.  Special Measures

Measures and construction methods shall be incorporated as needed and practical that enhance fish and wildlife values.  Special attention shall be given to protecting visual resources and maintaining key shade, food and den trees.

VIII.  Construction Operations

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal limits.  The owner, operator, Contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construction being performed with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.

The completed job shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

A properly operated and maint​ained access road is an asset to your farm.  This access road was designed and installed as a travelway on your farm.  The estimated life span of this system is at least 10 years.  The life of this system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satis​factory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

Maintain the roadway surface in a good condition, which includes periodic grading.

Prevent surface ponding by grading to remove depressions.

Limit livestock use to periods that permit usage without damage.

If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to pro​vide warning and/or prevent un​authorized human or live​stock entry.

Removal of debris or blockage of stream crossings culverts or bridges.

Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals.  Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.

Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any earthfills, spillways, or outlets or other apparatuses.

Other items specific to your project are listed on the "Practice Requirement" sheet.
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