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When seeding areas where earthwork has been recently completed for practices such as terraces, diversions, dams, banksloping, etc. some areas of compacted soil may exist. These areas should be chiseled and then disked and/or harrowed to break up the compacted layer and prepare an adequate seedbed. 

If the soils present have insufficient depth or have physical characteristics unsuitable for the development of vegetative cover, topsoil or soil material having the capability of supporting the planned planting shall be brought in and spread over the deficient areas. The material will be spread uniformly in sufficient depth to support the type and quality of planned vegetative cover. Material must be approved by NRCS prior to placement. 

ALL critical area plantings must be fertilized unless field evidence or laboratory test results indicate sufficient amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus are present for establishment of the planned vegetative cover. Fertilizer will be applied at a rate NO LESS than 40 pounds each of available nitrogen and available phosphorus. Source of material may be chemical or animal wastes or similar organic material, so long as adequate available nutrient is applied. Fertilizer will be applied immediately prior to seeding, during seeding or immediately after seeding as appropriate for type of fertilizer and application equipment used. 

Grass seed should be planted with an approved grass drill in whenever possible. If slopes are steeper than 3:1 drilling may not be feasible, in these cases broadcasting by hand or mechanical spreader or use of hydraulic equipment ("Hydroseeding").  However, application of seed and mulch in a single operation by hydraulic methods is not allowed. 

Grass seed will be planted to a depth of 1/4 to 3/4 of an inch or if broadcast then it must be incorporated into the soil surface by raking, harrowing or other proven method. The exact seed mix to be used as well as the dates for seeding are shown on the form CO-ECS-5 specific for each planned seeding. Purity and germination of all lots of seed used must be less than 1 year old and only certified seed is allowed. 

Mulching will be required where rapid establishment of seeding is essential or where one or more of the following factors are likely to cause failure of the planting, as determined by NRCS - 

1. Low or erratic precipitation 

2. Droughty or slowly permeable soils 

3. High soil temperatures 

4. Erosive soils 

5. Drying winds 
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Mulching will be done using either native or introduced grass hay, as appropriate for the type of species being seeded. Small grain straw should be avoided. Mulch will be of as uniform length as possible and at least I0 inches in length. It shall be spread uniformly over the surface at a rate of at least 4000 pounds per acre. Material shall be crimped into the soil surface 4 inches. Cover crops or plant residues produced on site will meet mulching requirements if present in sufficient quantity to provide needed soil protection and moisture conservation. Use of these types of cover must be approved by NRCS prior to seeding. 

Planted sites, regardless of species planted or seeded, shall be protected from trampling and grazing until well established. If necessary fencing will be used to provide required protection. The period of protection will be a minimum of 2 full growing season or until fully established as determined by appropriate NRCS personnel. 

