INTRODUCTION
SECTION II -
WILDLIFE INTERPRETATIONS

Gaeneral

Soils directly affect the kind and amount of
vegetation that Is available to wildlife as food and
cover. They also affact the development of water
impoundments, The kind and abundance of
wildlife that populate an area depend largely on
the amount and distribution of food, cover, water,
and living space. If any one of these elements is
missing, inadequate, or inaccessible, wildlife will
be scarce or will not inhabit the area, [f the soils
have the potential, wildiife habitat can be created
or improved by planting appropriate vegetation,
properly managing the existing plant cover, and
fostering the natural establishment of desirable
plants,

Soils are rated according to their potential for
providing habitat for various kinds of wildlife.
This information can be used in planning parks,
wildlife refuges, nature study areas, and other
developments for wildlife. It can also be used in
selecting solls that are suitable for establishing,
improving, or maintaining specific elements of
wildlife habital.
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Tables for wildlife habitabe suitability by soil map
unit are located in the soil survey manuscript.

Suitability Ratings

Good. Means that the element of wildlife habitat
or the kind of habitat iz easily created, improved,
or maintained. Few or no limitations affect
management and satisfactory results can be
expected if the soil is used for the designated
purpose.

Fair. Means that the element of wildlife habitat or
kind of habitat can be created, improved, or
maintained in most places. Moderately intensive
management is required for satisfactory results.

Poor. Means that limitations are severe for the
designated element or kind of wildlife habitat.
Habitat can be created, improved, or maintained
in most places, but management is difficult and
requires intensive effort,
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