395-2

Field Office Technical Guide


Section IV


Natural Resources Conservation Service

Conservation Practice Standard

FISH STREAM IMPROVEMENT

(Ft.)

CODE 395

DEFINITION

Improving a stream channel to restore, maintain, or enhance the fish habitat.

PURPOSE

To provide for the improvement of fish stream habitat.

CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES
In streams where habitat deficiencies limit survival, growth, and reproduction of desired species.

CRITERIA

General

All required permits will be obtained prior to installation of any stream improvement measures.

Planned stream improvements will:

1.
Follow appropriate in-stream/watershed assessment protocol to determine habitat limitations.

2.
Emphasize stream geomorphic principles.

Structural measures will:

1.
Be compatible with fluvial geomorphic principles.

2.
Be analyzed for stability.

3.
Not reduce channel capacity to the extent that bank erosion and lateral migration of stream flows are induced.


4.
Will blend with the natural landscape.

5.
Will consider and account for recreational and other stream corridor uses.

CONSIDERATIONS
Improvement of fish stream habitat should only occur after identified problems within the watershed such as pollution, land management, and other limiting factors have been addressed.

The planning process should be accomplished through an interdisciplinary process.

Optimum physical habitat components such as pools, riffles, and organic debris should be provided.

Optimum stream flows should be maintained.

Streambank and stream gradients should be stabilized.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
Plans and specification shall be in keeping with this standard and shall describe the details adequately to apply the practice to achieve its intended purpose.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
An operation and maintenance plan must be developed for all applications.  The plan shall provide annual inspection.  All structural measures shall be evaluated on an annual basis and status reports shall be developed.
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