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Historic Glass Bottle Identification 

 
           Picture taken from Society of Historical Archaeology (SHA) website. 

Introduction 

Some of you may have come across historic sites in the field, but it is somewhat difficult to 
ascertain the site’s time period.  If there are glass bottles present, glass bottles will often provide 
us with an approximate date or time period for historic sites.  If you observe glass bottles during 
a surface inspection, take a photograph of the glass bottle(s) making note of the dimensions, 
color and any other interesting details.  The information you record can be deciphered through an 
excellent web-site that assists you in ascertaining an approximate date and type of the glass 
bottle(s).  This website is not all inclusive of every glass bottle manufactured, since there were 
literally hundreds of thousands of bottles manufactured in the U.S. during 1800 – 1950s; 
however, it may lend very useful information and provide an approximation of age and function 
of the glass bottle(s) making it easier to determine a historic site’s time period.   

 



Go to http://www.sha.org/bottle/index.htm. 
 

 

Click on “Dating” in the right-hand margin. 

 
 

 
Then click on 
“Click here to 
move directly to 
the “Dating a 
Bottle” Section 
below.” 
 
The Bottle Dating 
section in its 
entirety provides 
valuable 
background 
information that 
may assist you in 
determining what 
features are 
important when 
describing and 
recording 
information from 
the glass bottle(s) 
you observe. 

 

http://www.sha.org/bottle/index.htm


Once you have clicked on the “Dating a Bottle” you are automatically directed to the page “The 
DATING A BOTTLE” Process Starts Here!” 
 

 
Read the page in 
its entirety in 
order to 
understand the 
context of the 
information.   
 
 
Once you have 
completed this 
task, click on 
“Question #1” in 
the first sentence.  
This begins the 
forsenic-type 
analysis on glass 
bottles. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are three questions 
that are asked, and each 
section will direct you 
accordingly to the next 
applicable question based 
upon specific features of 
the glass bottle(s).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Once you have completed the “Dating a Bottle” process, more specific information is available 
at the http://www.sha.org/bottle/index.htm homepage on additional glass bottle features, 
including typing/shapes, glassmaking, colors, finishes (lips), body seams, and bases.  The 
background information for each feature is listed on the right-hand margin.  To access the 
information, click the specific feature listed and you will be directed accordingly.   
 
Though you may observe glass bottles during a surface inspection, always keep the site intact 
and leave any artifacts in place where we originally observe them.  Additionally, a surface 
inspection is not complete until it is documented with a record of the exact location of what was 
observed with GPS points listed and noted on the plan map including detailed photographs.  
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