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Historic Glass Bottle Identification

Picture taken from Society of Historical Archaeology (SHA) website.

Introduction

Some of you may have come across historic sites in the field, but it is somewhat difficult to
ascertain the site’s time period. If there are glass bottles present, glass bottles will often provide
us with an approximate date or time period for historic sites. If you observe glass bottles during
a surface inspection, take a photograph of the glass bottle(s) making note of the dimensions,
color and any other interesting details. The information you record can be deciphered through an
excellent web-site that assists you in ascertaining an approximate date and type of the glass
bottle(s). This website is not all inclusive of every glass bottle manufactured, since there were
literally hundreds of thousands of bottles manufactured in the U.S. during 1800 — 1950s;
however, it may lend very useful information and provide an approximation of age and function
of the glass bottle(s) making it easier to determine a historic site’s time period.



Go to http://www.sha.org/bottle/index.htm.
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Historic Glass Bottle Identification &
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Welcome to the BLM/SHA
Historic Glass Bottle Identification & Information Website!
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in the right-hand margin.
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The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), an agency within the U.S. Department of the Interior,
administers 261 million surface acres of America's public lands, located primarily in 12 Weslern States
(including Alaska). Part of the mission of the BLM is the management and preservation of the cultural and .
heritage resources found on America's public lands - prehistoric and historic.

The author created this website as a BLM employee and continues to update and enhance the site in

retirement as a volunteer. This website now has a permanent home courtesy of the

Bl ESt Wew Fgontes Took e
g (A @

Ows - @ X @G P 5

] hatgeiussan.sha. crglbottisfdating hem - ;‘,

[ I C T E]ﬂ

Main Pages
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Bottle Dating

Dating INTRODUCTION
Typing/Shapes This page and associated sub-pages allows a user to run an American produced utilitarian bottle
= = ora ﬁgmﬁmnrly sized bottle fragment through a series of questions based primarily on _[
al i physical, uring related ch arica or features to determine the
Colors approximate manufocturing age range of the item. As Berge (1980)noted in

referring to bottles, the “..mode of manufacture of glass containers provides observable
Finishes (Lips) ateributes which seem to be very useful in a classification of these artifoets.” Thus, this page.
Bady & Seams Thie bottle dating “key" iz a relatively simple “firat cut™ on the daring of a battle, While running
Bases a bottle through the key questions the user is frequently directed to move to other website
F D pages wo explain diagnostic features and concepts as well as to add depth and//or precision to the

Tagment initial dating estimate. Please be aware that in order to gain the maximum information about

Glossary any particular bottle (=g, dating, typing ) the user must usually must review a number of pages within this website,
References Unfertunately, the complexities of precisely dating bottles is beyond the scope of any simple key. A substantial Amount of bottle type specific

information must be reviewsd by a user to increaze the probability of dating accuracy. Additional reference méterials outside of this website must
Links often be consulted to narrow down the date of any item as far as is possible and to really get a “feel” for the Wstory of the bottle in question. The
FAQ'S informmation on this webaite will, however, usually produce a reliable manufacturing date range for a majorpfy of erican utilitarian bottles

manufactured from the early 15008 to the mid-zoth century.
About this site
Website Map

Click here to mov cetly to the "Dating a Boltle” Section below.
e user of this site it is highly rec
the following information e Tead prior to using the key balow,
First this cautionary note: Bottle daling is nol a precise science!
Using physical fi lated di stic fe , most utilitarian bottles can usually only be accurately

placed within a date range e of 10~ -15 y:nrs (i.e., 1870-1880 or 1885) . There are numerous reasons for this:

Then click on
“Click here to
move directly to
the “Dating a
Bottle™ Section
below.”

The Bottle Dating
section in its
entirety provides
valuable
background
information that
may assist you in
determining what
features are
important when
describing and
recording
information from
the glass bottle(s)
you observe.


http://www.sha.org/bottle/index.htm

Once you have clicked on the ““Dating a Bottle” you are automatically directed to the page “The
DATING A BOTTLE” Process Starts Here!”

2 Dating Page - Microsoft Internet Explorer

context of the
- information.

et more information or clarification as theypraceed through the key. Pursue these links freely since they will take a
and hopefully add to the users knowledge and understanding
ead ends, it will be noted and other website pages
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zer to more details on bottle dating and identificafion
labout the bottle being "keying out". When a dating sequence
ugzested (and hyperlinked) for the uzer to consult.

[The three questions found on this page below answer several basic questions about a giveshettle. Answers to these
uestions will then direct a user to one of the two additional dating pages which are extensions of th
ajor classes of bottles - mouth-blown bottles and machine-made bottles.

Read the questions - and accompanying explanations and exceptions - very carefully as the correct
lanswer is critical to moving properly through the "key."

Once you have
completed this
L task, click on

" a " 7 . ~ [13 H 77 3
For examples of how to use this dating key see the Examples of Dating Historic Bottles page. This page guides a user through the key for seven different type and Q uestl on #1 n
laze bottles with several being side-by-side comparizons of very similar bottles of different eras. This page also shows how other pertions of this website can provide

information pertinent to the bottle in question. th e fi rst Sente nce .

[This dating key, as noted earlier, is based on a composite of information from many sources, as modified and/or expanded on with the empirical observations of the site T h H b H th
lruthor and other experienced individuals whom were consulted. (See the About This Site page for more information about the author and contributors.) The major I S eg I nS e
References that support the construction of this key include Kendrick (1963 & 1968), Toulouse (1967, 1968 & 1969b), Newman (1970), Munsey (1970, Jones (1971,

If you jump from this page to another for added information, use the Back arrow on your browser or the Dating page

upper rigl er)or
Iminimized ("-" in the upper right).

hyperlink in the navigation bar to return to this page, unless it is a Pop-Up page (a separate browser window) which would need to be closed ("x" in

McKearin & Wilson (1978), Miller & Sullivan (1981), Deiss (1981), Elliott & Gould (1988 ).Jones & Sullivan (198g), Boow (1991), Fike (1989 & 19g8), Thomas (1998), Miller fO rseni C-type
& MeNichol (2002), Smith (2003), and host of other sources less directly than those listed. For brevity, most of the specific references are not noted in the key's .
arratives. They are noted on the other website pages which expand on the information summarized in the key. an al yS I s 0 n g I as S

bottles.

If you know your bottle is machine-made
click Machine-Made Bottles to move directly to that page.

If you know your bottle is mouth-blown (aka hand-made)
click Mouth-blown Bottles to move directly to that page.
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UESTION #1: Does the bottle have raised embossing on the body, shoulder, and/or neck OR ~
a distinct side mold seam vi

ble on the body, shoulder, and/or neck (or both features)?

n Bottle Morphology to s=e this sub-page for a illustration and expl, jon of thess
ing the Bottle Morphology page. Fr cpanded information on bz:-:Iy mold seams

1f unsure about what embossing or a side mald seam (picture below) are,
and many other key bottle related physical features. Return back to this page b
and embossng review the Bottle Bedy Characteristics & Mold Seams page.

YES - The bottle has embossing or visible mold seams. A bottle may have mold seams but no embossing, but all embossed battles were
by of the bottles made in the 16th and virtually all in the
n. If g, move o QUESTION #:2 below.

There are three questions
that are asked, and each
section will direct you
accordingly to the next
applicable question based ! e T
upon specific features of e s o ‘ ar. Gftenth e cidncd b vry i i
the glass bottle(s). .

and have mold seams even if they are not readily apparent.
noury were made in molds eo “YES" is the most likely angwer to thig quest

Q) - The bottls has NO embossing and MO apparent side mald s2ama on the body, shoulder, or nack. This battl
i g i erased during manufact
of bettles made during the 19th century tually all
d szams; see the note below. If you are sure that the

rir

| Bottle DOES Have Side Mold Seams |

QUESTION #2: Do the vertical side mold seams go up to highest vertical point of the fir
(aka "lip") side - and usually onto the finish rim* itself - AND the topmost surface of the finish
(rim) is not visibly ground down, i.e., the bottle does not have a "ground lip/rim"? (Also see the
*Exceptions to Question #2 box below.)

Dating Bottles with the
1f unsure about what the lip, rim, or finish of a bat eck the Bottle Morphology Side Mold Seam "Myth"

suhenaga Saa tha orond rim lin rection of tha main Battla Binichac & Clacnras nacs for
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Once you have completed the “Dating a Bottle” process, more specific information is available
at the http://www.sha.org/bottle/index.htm homepage on additional glass bottle features,
including typing/shapes, glassmaking, colors, finishes (lips), body seams, and bases. The
background information for each feature is listed on the right-hand margin. To access the
information, click the specific feature listed and you will be directed accordingly.

Though you may observe glass bottles during a surface inspection, always keep the site intact
and leave any artifacts in place where we originally observe them. Additionally, a surface
inspection is not complete until it is documented with a record of the exact location of what was
observed with GPS points listed and noted on the plan map including detailed photographs.
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