
Standard Protective Measures for the Eastern Indigo Snake

Involving NRCS Programs and Technical Assistance

1. The following items shall be incorporated in all conservation plans and provided to USDA program participants receiving financial incentives or technical assistance from NRCS, when eastern indigo snake may be present on a property.
(a) Educational materials in the form of NRCS or USFWS informational pamphlets shall be provided to and reviewed by landowner or their crew prior to implementation of NRCS conservation practices.  These educational materials will have the same information as provided under 1(b) below.

(b) At major construction area boundaries informational signs shall be posted and contain the following information:

· a description of the eastern indigo snake, its habits and protection under Federal law;

· instructions not to injure, harm or kill this species;

· directions to cease clearing activities and allow the eastern indigo snake sufficient time to move away from the site on its own before resuming the planned activity;

· telephone numbers of pertinent agencies to be immediately contacted if a dead or injured eastern indigo snake is encountered.  A dead snake should be thoroughly soaked in water and then frozen.

2. Only an individual, who has been either authorized by a section 10(a)(1)(A) permit issued by the USFWS, or designated as an agent of the State of Florida by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for such activities, is permitted to come in contact with an eastern indigo snake.

3. If an eastern indigo snake is observed, the attached report form must be submitted to the appropriate NRCS Service Center within 60 days after conclusion of the calendar year.  

4. NRCS shall forward reports to the appropriate USFWS Field Office upon receipt.













