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Limited Resource Area Data

Introduction

A Limited Resource Area (LRA), as defined in the National Emergency Watershed Protection
Program (EWP) Manual and Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 7, 8624.4, is a county
where all of the following criteria are met:

e Housing values are less than 75 percent of the State housing average value.

e Per capita income is 75 percent or less than the median income of the Nation.

e Unemployment is twice the U.S. average over the past three years based upon the most
recent national census information available.

As stipulated by the CFR, the most recent U.S. Census Bureau data will be used when
determining median housing values and per capita income. The unemployment rate may be
obtained from the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Currently, Florida has only one designated county as a Limited Resource Area, which is Hardee
County. However, these LRA designations may change over time depending on the economic
and social climate. All the LRA data for each county is available in spreadsheet format on the
Florida NRCS homepage at www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/economics.html under the header
Sociology listed as LRA data.

You may, however, want to review specific geographic areas that are not based on county
boundaries. For example, if the Sponsoring Local Organization (SLO) is a city or town that is
not necessarily representative of the county data, a waiver may be required and justification is
necessary.

Fortunately, both the U.S. Census Bureau and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics allow you to
narrow your search geographically based on SLO city or town so that the data will be more
indicative of that area. In order to obtain city or town data for per capita income and median
housing values, use the step-by-step instructions as follows:



http://www.fl.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/economics.html
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Click on American Factfinder on the left margin.
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You may then type in a city or town within Florida and select GO.

FL-SOC-03




3 United States - Fact Sheet - American FactFinder, - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit View Favortes Tools Help

Qe - © - [¥] [B] Th O souh Fprawnies @yeda &) (- o - [ E

Adciress (@] Hetp: der census. govjserviet [SAFFF: h&gen id=f_genContest=t_streek=t,_rounty=Lak the_cityTown=Lak Hh US128_zip=t_lz v| Go

U.S. Census Bureau 8
1 28 @ & ' American FactFinder
Main  Search  Feedback  FAQs Elussiry SiteMap  Help
POPULATION FINDER Main b Fact Sheet
FACT SHEET FACT SHEET
« Fact Sheet . . ity town, courty, or zip
 Fact Sheet for a SRItEdiSEEs Lake waith
Race, Ethnic, or P
Ancestry Grou,
2
PEOPLE search by address »
Lill—L1E Select one of the following geographies...
BUSINESS AND
GOVERNMENT itlesand Towns
Lake Worh Gorridor GDP, Florida
ABOUT THE DATA Tt e Er e
Lake Worth city, Florida
DATA SETS
MAPS -
The letters PDF or symhbol }"\nd\cale & documert is inthe Portable Ducumeﬂ\ Fﬂgmeﬁ PDEY. Tor view the file you will
TOOLS AND need the Adobed Acrobat® Readsr, which is available for free from the Adobe b Sﬂa
REFERENCES
Census Bureau Links: Home - Search - Subjects A-I « FAQE - Data Tools - Catalog - Census EUUU QUaMV
Privacy Policy « Contact Lis
USCENSUSBUREAU
Helping You Make Informed Decisions
v

& © Incinet.

In some instances, you may have to specify between two categories such as a CDP or City. A
CDP, as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau is an area “comprised of a densely settled
concentration of population that is not within an incorporated place, but is locally identified by a
name.” So CDPs could actually be larger than where the city limits are identified.
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A fact sheet is then available listing the General, Social, Economic and Housing Characteristics
of the city or town you specified. The “show more” option allows you to obtain more specific
data within each “Characteristics” category. A map and brief is also available for some of the
subjects listed within each “Characteristics” category. Per capita income is listed under the
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Economic Characteristics category. Housing value data is listed under the “Housing
Characteristics” category. This data is also available on a nationwide basis, which is listed under
the U.S. column, so that the per capita income and the median housing value of single-family,
owner occupied homes data can be compared to the Nation as required by the LRA criteria.
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Displayed above is the result of selecting the map option for"‘-{'he per capita income within the
census tract for the city Lake Worth, FL. The legend located in the left margin displays the per
capita income within each shaded area. You may also use the “Print / Download” button to print
the map or download the map (.pdf) or the data (.xIs or .txt).

If you wanted to conduct a more specific geographical data for unemployment rates you may use
the following step-by-step procedures:

Go to http://www.bls.gov
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Select “State and Local Unemployment Rates.”
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Then select “Get Detailed LAUS Statistics.” For your information, LAUS is an acronym for

Local Area Unemployment Statistics.
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At this time, select “Create Customized Tables (one screen)”.
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Populate the (1) State, (2) G Cities and towns above 25,000 population, thénselect (3) One or
more Areas and (4) Not Seasonally Adjusted — (if that is an option), then finally (5) Add to Your
Onice all fields have been populated; select (5) Get Data.
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You may also select “More Formatting Options” in order to adjust the formatting for your
specific needs. The annual and monthly unemployment rates are available, but only the annual
unemployment rate is needed, not the monthly percentage.

Once the necessary data has been gathered, there may be some instances where the data may not
exactly reflect the socio-economic characteristics of the geographical area that is being
evaluated. Because of the specific methodologies used by both the U.S. Census Bureau and U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics, consultation with the Agricultural Economist may be necessary to
assist with analyzing the appropriate data to support the justification for a designation of a
Limited Resource Area (LRA).

REFERENCES
e NRCS National Emergency Watershed Protection Program Manual, July 2006.
e Code of Federal Regulations, Title 7, Part 624.
e U.S. Census Bureau website, http://www.census.gov, 2000 data.
e U.S. Bureau of Labor website, http://www.bls.gov, 1997 — 2007 data.
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