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Minority Principal Operators 
 
Introduction 
 
The USDA – National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) provides information on the 
characteristics of the agricultural community including race, ethnicity and gender.  The NASS 
Survey, “Race, Ethnicity and Gender Profile” includes information on Female, Hispanic, American 
Indian, Asian, African American and Island Pacific farmers and ranchers.  This survey of minority 
operators provides data on the number of farms, land (acres) in farms, market value of products 
sold, government payments received, as well as other characteristics such as average age, years 
on the farm and days worked off the farm (if farming and ranching is not the primary occupation) 
compared to the state average (classified as ‘All Farms’).  Women principal operators, report 
having the highest percentage of farm ownership, approximately 20% of all farms in Florida.  
However, American Indian operators report having the largest farms at approximately 210 acres 
exceeding the average size of farms in Florida, which is 200 acres.  Hispanic operators report the 
highest market value of products sold of any other minority operator, equaling $1,236,632,000. 
 
Counties that have 10 percent or more of minority principal farm and ranch operators consist of 
more than half of all counties in Florida (37 out of 67).  Those counties are listed as follows:  
 

Counties With 10% or More Minority Principal Operators 
Alachua Lee 
Broward Leon 
Charlotte Levy 
Clay Madison 
Collier Manatee 
Columbia Marion 
DeSoto Martin 
Duval Miami-Dade 
Gadsden Okeechobee 
Glades Orange 
Hamilton Osceola 
Hardee Palm Beach 
Hendry Pasco 
Hernando Seminole 
Highlands Sumter 
Hillsborough Suwannee 
Jackson Volusia 
Jefferson Walton 
Lake   



 

The 2012 NASS Survey on Race, Ethnicity and Gender Profile for each category is displayed 
below.  

 

FL-SSC-05                     2 



 

FL-SSC-05                     3 



 

FL-SSC-05                     4 



FL-SSC-05                     5 



 

FL-SSC-05                     6 



FL-SSC-05                     7 



 

FL-SSC-05                     8 



FL-SSC-05                     9 



 

FL-SSC-05                     10 



FL-SSC-05                     11 



 

FL-SSC-05                     12 



 
References 

• NASS, Race, Ethnicity and Gender Profile, 2012. 
• Farm Service Agency, “Counties With a Population of 10 Percent or More Minority Principal Operators,” 

2015.  

FL-SSC-05                     13 


