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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS 

WOVEN WIRE FENCE 
CODE 382 

 
 

This sheet lists the minimum requirements to meet Florida Fence Standard (FL 382) woven wire fence. 
Variances may occur in fence design that does not meet the following specifications.  Any request for 
variances will be submitted to the State Rangeland Management Specialist or individual with proper job 
approval authority for approval.  All requests for variances must show how the proposed design meets 
or exceeds the original design.  Woven Wire fence shall comply with Brace specifications 

 
Wire and Spacing 
Use new material.  Use woven wire material with a minimum 11 gauge top and bottom edge wire and minimum 
intermediate wire and 14.5 vertical stay gauge. . The maximum distance between stays should be 12 in. If using 
high-tensile material, the minimum gauge of all wires should be 12.5 with the same maximum stay spacing. 

• Top wire-Place at least one strand of barbed or High Tensile Smooth wire 4-10 in. above the top of the 
woven wire.   Minimum distance to the top wire is 38 inches.  

• For hogs it is recommended to run an additional strand of barbwire along the bottom of the woven wire 
• Sheep and Goats-Woven wire shall be at minimum 32 in. in height. 
• Wildlife Considerations-woven wire is not acceptable when considering movement of wildlife because it does 

not allow movement under or through the wire 
 

Line Wire  

Wire Type 2 Strand Above 
and 

Woven 

1 Strand Line Wire 
and 

Woven 
Woven wire only 

Boundary Fence Top Wire Height 46" 46" Not Recommended 
Boundary Fence Bottom Wire Height 2 inches 2 inches 2 inches 
Interior Cross Fence Bottom Wire Height 4 inches 4 inches 4 inches 
Recommended Wire Spacing-Cattle and 
horses 

32" 36" 46" 39" 46" Not Recommended 

Recommended Wire Spacing-Goats/Sheep Not 
Recommended 

30" 32" 4" 30" 

Recommended Spacing to minimize 
wildlife risk Not Acceptable Not Acceptable Not Acceptable 

 
 
 
 
Line Posts and Spacing 

• Steel- Only new T or U posts. The maximum distance between steel line posts is 20 ft.  Drive posts at least 24 
in. into the ground. 

• Wood-Treated with 0.4 lbs/ft of chromate copper arsenate (CCA type A, B or C or equivalent) Minimum 3 in. 
x6.5 ft.. The maximum distance between wood line posts is 20 ft. Drive or bury wood posts at least 24 in. 
into the ground. If post holes are dug, backfill and tamp the soil around the post at every 4 in. depth. 
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Fastening 

• Attach wires to the side of the post receiving the most livestock pressure.  
• Staples minimum 9 gauge, class 3 galvanized. Minimum length 1.5 in. for wood posts. Drive staple diagonally 

to the wood’s grain and at a slight downward angle (upward if pull is up) such as in low places to avoid 
splitting posts and loosening of staples. Space should be left between staple and post to permit free 
movement of wire. 

• Use manufactured clips or wire for steel line posts. 
 
 
 
Figure 1-Woven Wire Fence for Cattle and Horses 
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