
 
GIS&GPS FL -3 Using Customized Cartographic Stylesheets 

____________________ 
 

 
This document provides instructions for using customized cartographic stylesheets for conservation 
practices and resource inventory features in Toolkit.  These instructions assume that NRCS planners 
have a working knowledge of the Customer Service Toolkit v5.3 and ArcGIS functions.  
 

A. Create Planning Land Unit 
1. Open Customer Service Toolkit 
2. Select and open a customer folder 
3. Open ToolkitGIS_Template.mxd 
4. Create PLU & attribute fields 

 
B. Symbolize Planned Practices Layers 

1. Create Practice layers (point, line, polygon) 
2. Add features in each Practice layer, enough to represent practices to be symbolized.  See 

table 1 for list of practices with symbols available in the cartographic stylesheet. 
3. Attribute practices 
4. Open “Layer Properties” interface for each practice layer. Click Symbology tab (see fig. 1) 
5. In the Show: window, click on Categories 
6. Click on Match to symbols in a style (in Show: window) 
7. In the Value Field: select Practice Name for Practice layers (point/line/polys) 
8. Click on Browse button next to Match to symbols in a style window and navigate to 

F:\geodata\project_data_nrcs\ 
9. Select Practice_Name.style.  Click Open 
10. Click Match Symbols 
11. Click Apply.  Click OK.  Practice features will automatically be assigned a symbol from the 

customized cartographic stylesheet 
 

 
Figure 1. Layer properties for Practice Layers 
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C. Symbolize Resource Inventory Features 
1. Create Resource Inventory layers (point, line) 
2. Add features in each Resource Inventory layer, enough to match desired number of 

resources to be symbolized.  See table 2 for list of Resource Inventory features with 
symbols available in the cartographic stylesheet. 

3. Attribute Resource Inventory features by selecting from the “TYPE” drop-down choice list 
in the attribute tool.  For items NOT currently available in the choice list, just type 
respective names in the “TYPE” field, exactly as shown in table 2. 

4. Open “Layer Properties” interface for each resource inventory layer. Click Symbology tab 
(see fig. 2) 

5. In the Show: window, click on Categories 
6. Click on Match to symbols in a style (in Show: window) 
7. In the Value Field: select  POINTYP for point layers (see fig. 2), LINETYPE for line 

layers (see fig.3) 
8. Click on Browse button next to Match to symbols in a style window and navigate to 

F:\geodata\project_data_nrcs\ 
9. Select Resinv_Type.style.  Click Open 
10. Click Match Symbols 
11. Click Apply.  Click OK.  Resource Inventory features will automatically be assigned a 

symbol from the customized cartographic stylesheet. 
 

 
Figure 2. Layer properties for Resource Inventory Point Layers 
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Figure 3. Layer properties for Resource Inventory Line Layers 
 
Table 1. Practices with available symbols in customized cartographic stylesheet 

PRACTICE FEATURES (Planned) 
POINT LINE POLYGON 

410- Grade Stabilization Structure 382 – Fence 412 – Grassed Waterway 
578 – Stream Crossing 394 – Firebreak 512 – Pasture and Hay Planting 
614 – Watering Facility 412 – Grassed Waterway 595 – Pest Management 
642 - Well 516 – Pipeline  
 600 – Terrace  
 620 – Underground Outlet  
   
 
Table 2. Resource Inventory features with available symbols in customized cartographic stylesheet 

RESOURCE INVENTORY FEATURES (Existing) 
POINT LINE POLYGON 

Food Plot Farm Road  
Irrigation System, Sprinkler Fence  
Watering Facility Grassed Waterway  
Well Pipeline  
 Power Line  
 Terrace  
   
 
 
 
For additional information and support, please contact: 
 
Jean-Paul Calixte, GIS/GPS Coordinator  Phone: (352) 338-9511 
P.O. Box 141510     Fax: (352) 338-9578 
Gainesville, FL 32614-1510    Email: Jean-Paul.Calixte@fl.usda.gov
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