
 
GIS&GPS FL-4 Managing High Resolution Orthoimagery 

____________________ 
 

 
This document provides instructions for managing high resolution orthoimagery located on USDA 
service center servers.  This type of imagery is typically delivered as a series of tiles covering different 
portions of a geographic area such as a county.  Planners using this imagery do not currently have an 
indexing scheme that would allow them to quickly identify which tile(s) correspond to a specific 
geographic area.   The following instructions show how planners can create indexes for groups of tiles 
by using the Layer File option in ArcGIS.  These instructions assume that NRCS planners have a 
working knowledge of ArcGIS functions and are authorized to create and store files on their office 
server under the F:\geodata\ortho_imagery sub-directory.  
 

A. Load all high resolution tiles for a geographic area 
1. Open an empty ArcMap document and load all tiles related to a specific area.  In the 

example below, the 2006 high resolution orthoimagery tiles for Hillsborough County are 
loaded (highres1-1*.sid to highres1-17*.sid). 

 

 
 
 

B. Rearrange high resolution tiles into geographic quadrants (NW, NE, SW, and SE) 
1. In Table of Contents, rearrange the order of display such that tiles that belong to a specific 

quadrant are listed consecutively. 
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NW quadrant 

NE quadrant 

SW quadrant 

SE quadrant 

 
 

C. Create groups of high resolution orthoimagery tiles 
1. Select all tiles within a quadrant and open the context menu (right-click on selected files) 
2. Select “Group” option 

 
 
 

Page 2 of 4    Section I (G) Technical Notes                     March 2009 
 



3. Rename New Group Layer to highres[NW/NE/SW/SE]_n_s_fl<fips>_yyyy.  Make sure all 
individual layers are turned on. 

 

 
 

 
D. Create Layer File for groups of high resolution orthoimagery tiles 

1. Select each group name and open context menu (right click on group name) 
2. Select “Save as Layer File…”  
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3. In the Save Layer dialog box, navigate to F:\geodata\ortho_imagery and click on Save 

 
 

 
 
4. The resulting Layer file (*.lyr) can be used to add a specific group of high resolution tiles 

into any ArcMap document next time a planner needs such imagery. 
 
 
 
For additional information and support, please contact: 
 
Jean-Paul Calixte, GIS/GPS Coordinator  Phone: (352) 338-9511 
P.O. Box 141510     Fax: (352) 338-9578 
Gainesville, FL 32614-1510    Email: Jean-Paul.Calixte@fl.usda.gov 
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