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There are many methods in which to develop cost-share amounts, including Average Cost (AC), Actual Cost Not To Exceed Average Cost (AA), Actual Cost Not To Exceed A Specified Maximum Cost (AM) and Flat Rate (FR).

Farm Bill Programs
Currently, Farm Bill Programs utilize the Average Cost (AC) and Flat Rate (FR) methodologies.  Average costs are restricted to structural and vegetative practices, while the Flat Rate methodology is specifically for management type practices.  

Small Watershed Program (Public Law 83-566)

Small Watershed Program, or PL-566, Cost Lists represent Actual Costs Not To Exceed Average Costs (AA) or Average Costs (AC), which are compiled at the local level on a watershed basis.  

Conservation Planning
The initial phase of evaluating the feasibility of conservation measures is collection, analysis of cost and benefits.  Though Payment Schedules are used to estimate incentive payments for the landowner, actual cost estimations assist in calculating the economic effects of conservation alternatives.
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