Cost Data

Introduction

As stated in the General Manual, Title 200, Part 400.1, “Economic principles must be applied in the planning, implementation, and evaluation of agency policies and program activities to provide the most cost-effective assistance to clients for the sustained use of natural resources.  Economic effects of alternative actions should be provided in order to make informed resource conservation decisions.”

In order to provide information regarding the economic effects of alternative actions in conservation planning, certain economic tools may be used including cost-effectiveness, partial budgeting, economic threshold, breakeven analysis and other appropriate analyses.  To perform these economic analyses, accurate cost data must be available.  This section provides the necessary cost data including Cost Data (Farm Bill Program Cost Lists), Budgets, Cash Receipts, Amortization and Interest and Annuity Factors, Practice Life, Farm Labor and Cost and Returns Estimator.[image: image1.png]A4
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