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CULTURAL RESOURCES
Introduction

Cultural resources are the traces of all past activities and accomplishments of people.  Due to the unique value, Congress has passed many laws protecting cultural resources from unnecessary destruction.  One of the most important laws is the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 and its amendments.  Section 106 of the NHPA requires all Federal agencies to consider and protect cultural resources in the early stages of planning, and prior to implementation of any undertaking in an area of potential effect.  

The following is an essential glossary of terms for field office operations as defined by the General Manual, Title 420, Amendment 3, May 2010 and the National Cultural Resources Procedures Handbook (NCRPH), First Edition, August 2003.
· Areas of Potential Effect (APE) – The area or areas within which an undertaking (project, activity, program, or practice) may cause changes in the character or use of any historic properties or cultural resources present.  
· Cultural Resources – Are referred to as historic, aesthetic, and cultural aspects of the human environment, including any historic or archaeological property that has been identified during the conservation planning process, and “historic property” as defined the National Historic Preservation Act, Title III, Section 301 and reiterated in the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s (ACHP) regulations for implementation of Section 106 of the Act.  They may consist of the traces of all of the past activities and accomplishments of people.  Cultural resources that are also protected under other authorities (such as the American Indian Religious Freedom Act) include:  tangible traces such as districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects; less tangible traces such as dance forms, aspects of folklife, landscapes, vistas, cultural or religious practices; historical documents; and some landscapes, vistas, cemeteries and lifeways.
· Cultural Resources Review – An examination of existing information to determine the likelihood that cultural resources are, or may be, present in an area that may be effected by an NRCS undertaking.  This review includes checking the current National Register of Historic Places, as well as equivalent state level registers and state site files, and talking with the landowners/participants/cooperators.  

· Field Inspection – On-site field examination of an undertaking’s area of potential effect (APE) that involves a visual inspection of the ground’s surface.  It is designed to locate and document evidence of presence of cultural resources.  NRCS personnel that have had NRCS National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 training (Modules 1 – 8), are authorized to conduct surface inspection.  Surface inspection does not include hand digging, or the use of any other tools that may destroy, mutilate, deface, injure, or be used to remove the contents of cultural resource sites.  If location of resources requires subsurface testing, it must be completed by the NRCS State Office (SO)/Ecological Sciences (ECS) Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS).  
· Historic Property – Any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or object, included on or eligible for inclusion on the National Register, including artifacts, records and material remains related to such a property or resource.  This includes artifacts, records and remains that are related to and located within such properties.  The term also includes historic and cultural landscapes, properties of tradition and cultural importance to an American Indian Tribe.  
· Undertaking – Any project, activity, or program funded in whole or in part under the direct or indirect jurisdiction of a Federal agency, including those carried out by or on behalf of a Federal agency; those carried out with Federal financial assistance; and those requiring a Federal permit, license or approval.  We must consider all actions that have the potential to affect historic properties located within the Area of Potential Effect (APE) of conservation practice installation or conservation treatments that can result in changes in the character or use of these properties.  These actions are undertakings that have the potential to affect historic properties, that can result in changes in the character or use of these properties, if any such historic properties are located in the area of potential effects (APE), and for which NRCS is able to exercise control over the outcomes, are subject to review under Section 106 of the NHPA.  Under these circumstances, NRCS must engage in consultation with SHPO, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO), appropriate Federally recognized Tribes and other appropriate consulting parties as outlined in 36 CFR Part 800.3.
Responsibilities

The responsibilities of NRCS personnel as it pertains to cultural resources policy and procedures are listed below:

Cultural Resources Coordinator

Cultural Resources Coordinators (CRCs) are officially designated by the State Conservationist as the point of contact for addressing historic properties and cultural resources issues, and compliance with the NHPA and related authorities.  The NRCS SO-ECS CRC is responsible to the State Conservationist for the implementation of cultural resources policies and procedures and for the overall compliance and program activities in NRCS operations.  The NRCS SO-ECS CRC, under the authority of the State Conservationist coordinates the consultation process with State and Tribal Historic Preservation Officers staff, the Advisory Council staff, and the public and to work with NRCS’ own CRS assigned to the State.  
Cultural Resources Specialists
Cultural Resources Specialists (CRSs) are individuals who meet the Professional Qualification Standards established by the Secretary of the Interior pursuant to the NHPA (Section 112(a)(i)(B), 12 U.S.C. 470-4(a)) and Office of Personnel Management (OPM).  They are responsible for providing technical, scientific, and procedural guidance for considering and managing cultural resources and historic properties within their State or jurisdiction.  They also conduct cultural resources and historic property investigations, and evaluations, and develop treatment plans for mitigation.  The NRCS SO-ECS CRS is charged with working with the NRCS SO-ECS CRC in ensuring that all field personnel working in any manner with Section 106 compliance complete the NRCS Web-based and field modules before they carry out their historic preservation responsibilities.  
Area and District Conservationists

Within each State, the Area and District Conservationists are responsible for ensuring that the provisions are implemented in coordination with the NRCS SO-ECS CRC/CRS. 
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