
 

Page 1 of 2  NRCS, FL, September 2008 

Do you have problems with? 
 

• Livestock being stressed from 
heat. 

 
• Livestock being in areas where 

you don’t want them. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

What is a livestock shade structure? 
 
A livestock shade structure is a portable, metal 
frame structure with a mesh fabric roof that 
provides shade.   
 
Here’s how a livestock shade structure can 
help your operation: 
 

• Provides shade and relief from heat for 
livestock. 

 
• Gives livestock a place where they want to 

be and gets them out of where they’re not 
supposed to be. 

 

Livestock Shade Structure made from galvanized metal pipe and 
shade fabric. 

 
Gullies can be fixed with a grassed waterway and a 
grade stabilization structure 
 
 
 

 
 

The costs to build a livestock shade structure depend on what you use to build it and how much of 
the work you do yourself.  Some of the things you need to consider are: 
 
• Welding the metal structure together or buying pre-made metal structure that you have to put 

together. 
 
• Tying on shade fabric to the metal structure. 

Livestock Shade Structure 
  Landowner Information Sheet     

Livestock can find relief from shade provided by Live-
stock Shade Structures. 

Costs: 

FL717LIS 
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For More Information Contact:   USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service  
or the  

<Blank> Soil & Water Conservation District 
Address 
Address 

City, ST, ZIPCODE 
Phone 

Office Hours: M-F, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm (Closed on Federal Holidays) 

 
 

• Increase in milk production for dairies because of less stress from heat. 
 
• Protects trees by giving livestock other place to get shade. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

• Moving the structure every so often with front-end loader or tractor with chain or rope. 
 
• Tightening shade fabric whenever it gets loose. 
 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basic of race, color, national ori-
gin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs sexual orientation, and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 

Benefits: 

Your local Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) office has experienced conservationists that can 
assist you in planning your Livestock Shade Structure. 
They can also help you develop a Conservation Plan to 
solve other problems you have identified on your farm. 
 
Simply call your local office at the number listed below to 
set up an appointment and we will come to your farm.  
There is no charge for our assistance. 
 
 

Help is Available 

Livestock Shade Structure 

Helping People Help the Land 

Operation and Maintenance: 
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