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CONSERVATION EFFECTS
BENCHMARK MANAGEMENT SYSTEM


	Name:  “Limited Resource” Farmer


	
	Address:  Panhandle of Florida

	Resource Setting:

Conventional tillage on 50 acres of steeply sloping cropland with excessive erosion (S&R, ephemeral and wind) and poor soil tilth.
	Resource Problems Before Treatment:

Soil moisture holding capacity low.  Plow pan present, excess pesticide and fertilizer runoff.


	Benchmark (Present management system):  No specific management scheme or system.

	Actions - Present Management
(Kinds, amounts, and timing)
	Effects
(Effects of continuing the benchmark system)

	· Peanuts, soybeans and small grains in a two-year rotation.

· Pesticide applied.

· Fertilizer applied.

· Numerous diskings.

	· Peanut yield @ 2,000/lbs/acre.

· Soybean yield @ 20/bu/acre.

· Wheat yield @ 25/bu/acre.

· Sheet and rill erosion averages 15.5 tons/acre/year.

· Wind erosion averages 1.9 tons/acre/year.

· Ephemeral erosion, where it occurs, averages 640 tons/year.

· Potential for impaired downstream and offsite water quality problems from fertilizer and pesticide runoff.

· Lack of residue management.

· Residue is turned back into soil after harvest.

· Small game such as quail, pheasant, etc., lack any supplemental food or cover.

· Lack of residue management.

· Lack of nutrient management.

· Some odor from pesticide volitization.

· Plow pan prevents percolation of rainfall and inhibits root development.


	Comments:
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