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CONSERVATION EFFECTS
BENCHMARK MANAGEMENT SYSTEM


	Name:  Original Grass Ranch


	
	Address:  Panhandle of Florida

	Resource Setting:

250 acres of cut-over forest now managed as native pasture.  Soil series is Pelham.  
	Resource Problems Before Treatment:

Continuous overgrazing.  Ecological condition is fair and trend is down.  Brush is increasing.


	Benchmark (Present management system):  No specific management scheme or system.

	Actions - Present Management
(Kinds, amounts, and timing)
	Effects
(Effects of continuing the benchmark system)

	· Continuous grazing on pasture area.
· Excessive grazing around stream.

· Deer and quail are allowed utilization of the pasture and surrounding woodland.

	· Pasture trend is down.

· Plants are low in vigor.

· Brush competition reduces available forage.

· Stream water quality is reduced.

· Livestock overgraze some areas and undergraze other areas.

· Deer harvest is light with minimal sightings.

· Quail harvest is light with minimal sightings.

· Internal parasites constitute a significant problem.

· Calf crop is 70%.

· Average calf weaning weight is 375 pounds.

· Streambank erosion is occurring.

· Stocking rate is 1.7 acres/AU.



	Comments:
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