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CONSERVATION EFFECTS
BENCHMARK MANAGEMENT SYSTEM


	Name:  Absentee Land & Cattle Company


	
	Address:  Florida

	Resource Setting:

One 100 acre pasture of Pensacola Bahiagrass.  Soil is Blanton Fine Sand.  No cool season plants are in production.  
	Resource Problems Before Treatment:

Continuous overgrazing.  Pasture is weed infested and plants have low vigor and are unfertilized.  Streambank erosion is occurring from livestock during watering and grazing.  Parasites are a problem.


	Benchmark (Present management system):  No specific management scheme or system.

	Actions - Present Management
(Kinds, amounts, and timing)
	Effects
(Effects of continuing the benchmark system)

	· Continuous spot grazing on pasture area.
· Excessive grazing around stream.

· Perennial stream providing only water supply.
· Stocking rate is 31 AU’s consisting of 29 cows and 2 bulls.

	· Calving rate 77% and weaning weight averages 325 pounds.
· Poor plant health and vigor is combined with a potential potassium problem.
· Poor plant health contributes to low productivity along with pest problems and plants unsuited for intended use.

· Water pollution problem with low dissolved oxygen.
· Surface water has suspended sediment and turbidity problem.
· Potential excess animal waste problem.
· Non-irrigated water management problem.
· Groundwater nutrient management problem.
· Potential airborne odor problems.
· Potential airborne chemical drift problem.
· Endangered species present – garter snake and eastern sparrow hawk.

· Potential wildlife habitat problem relating to food, water, population and health.

· Deer and turkey present in scattered sightings.

	Comments:
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