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CONSERVATION EFFECTS
BENCHMARK MANAGEMENT SYSTEM


	Name:  Jeter’s Cow/Calf Ranch


	
	Address:  Panhandle of Florida

	Resource Setting:

890 acres located in one unit.  
	Resource Problems Before Treatment:

Rangeland condition is fair to poor.  Range trend is down.  Invaders are threatening the integrity of natural plant community. 


	Benchmark (Present management system):  Continuous overgrazing and over utilization.

	Actions - Present Management
(Kinds, amounts, and timing)
	Effects
(Effects of continuing the benchmark system)

	· Cow/calf operation, overstocked with winter grazing. (140 cows)
· Continuous grazing.

· Inadequate water availability.

· Inadequate fencing and/or fencing problems.

· Brush encroachment.


	· Weaning weight about 450 pounds.  Production cost per pound $.45.  Sale price per pound $.60.

· Calving rate is approximately 50%.

· Stocking rate is 6 acres/AU.

· Protein supplement (every 60 days) using molasses (7%cp) in a 9% mix.

· Range trend is downward.

· East end of tract is badly overgrazed.

· Continuous congregation in riparian area.  May cause downstream/offsite water quality problems.

· Creek/pond access on east side eroded and muddy.

· Wildlife access to water sites difficult.

· Complete livestock access to all parts of pasture not allowing rest/regeneration of range sites and significant parasitism.

· Encroachment causing spotty wildlife habitat and inadequate cover/food.

	Comments:
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