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(See reverse side of page for footnote descriptions, A-E.)
Step by Step Procedures (I ) for Implementing T&E Species Policy

A.  (Objective – Determine Presence)

· Review county list of T&E species and any Secretary of Interior designated critical habitats. (Check for known locations of wood stork rookeries, Panther Focus Area Maps, etc.)

· Review your T&E information to determine habitat needs for these species.  

· Determine on-site what habitat types occur within the conservation planning action area.  

· List any T&E species whose range and habitat needs would indicate they might occur within the action area.  Determine whether the habitat needs are currently met, e.g., red-cockaded woodpeckers are found in longleaf pine sites with an open park-like forest stand.

· Discuss possible species with client to see if any have been observed within the action area.

· If suitable habitat is present, assume the species is also unless you have evidence to the contrary.  Documentation should include species list, map of designated critical habitat (if present), or evidence used to determine that the species is not present.  

B.  (Objective – Determine Effects)

· Before NRCS can use the Informal Consultation Matrix, landowner permission must be obtained. Landowner must be aware that use of the Matrix is part of the informal consultation process, and that any required measures outlined therein must be followed to reach a concurrence of NLAA.

· Prepare the planning unit evaluation (FL-ECS-7) based on determinations from the “Informal Consultation Matrix”. Use a narrative statement to show the expected effects from the conservation treatment, i.e., no effect (NE), not likely to adversely affect (NLAA) or may affect, likely to adversely affect (MA).

· If there are possible adverse effects, recommend alternative treatments to avoid these impacts.

· If you conclude that there will be no effect, document the reasons why.
C.  (Objective – Inform Client of Findings and Responsibility) 
· Provide client T&E information sheets, and/or other helpful guides to ensure client understands what species could be present and the protection provided under the law.  

· Explain how the present and planned actions are acceptable and discuss how future actions must also provide protection to T&E species and to designated critical habitats.

· Outline any required avoidance measures from the Informal Consultation Matrix in FL-ECS-7 and client’s file.

· Maintain a record of findings and correspondence in the client’s file.  Continue planning.
D.  (Objective – Determine If An Adverse Effect May Be Avoided)

· Informal consultation must continue at the field office level prior to continued assistance. 

· Contact the appropriate agency(s), either directly or through the NRCS State Biologist, describing the actions, scope, and dimensions of the planned conservation treatment and their anticipated effects to listed species and/or habitats on a site specific basis.  
· Document coordination (phone, email or other) with the USFWS to determine appropriate avoidance/minimization measures before resuming conservation planning. 

· If the NRCS agrees with USFWS recommended avoidance measures, document avoidance measures in FL-ECS-7 and landowner’s plan, and maintain copies in the client’s file. 

· Continue planning.

E. (Objective – Obtain A Biological Opinion)

· Assistance must be halted until formal consultation is completed and the client agrees to comply with the terms of the biological opinion.  The NRCS State Office must initiate formal consultation. 

· The USFWS must render a biological opinion within 135 days.

· If client complies with the biological opinion, continue planning, if not discontinue planning.

No other consultation required.  Notify client of findings and ESA implications. C





Continue informal consultation with USFWS and FFWCC.  D 





Adverse effects not resolved.  NRCS must undertake formal consultation; obtain client and landowner permission to initiate, then contact NRCS state biologist. E





Continue planning





Client Complies with Biological Opinion





Action selected is not likely to adversely affect (NLAA) a species or critical habitat.





Action selected may adversely affect (MA) a species or critical habitat.





Determine what effect the action will have on these species or critical habitats, Refer to Informal Consultation Matrix.


NRCS must obtain client and landowner permission to initiate use of the Matrix, if not obtained, must withdraw assistance. B





Determine if a proposed or listed T&E species and/or designated critical habitat is present A








Avoidance measures recommended; action becomes not likely to adversely affect (NLAA). Outline avoidance measures on the FL-ECS-7 and notify client. 





Client Contests Biological Opinion





Discontinue Planning





Action selected has no effect (NE) on a species or critical habitat.
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