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[bookmark: _GoBack]Operation & Maintenance Requirements
This irrigation canal or lateral was designed and installed to convey water from the source of supply to your farm irrigation system.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 20 years.  The life span of this practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an operation and maintenance (O&M) program.  
You are required to perform inspections and O&M activities in order for this practice to achieve the intended function, benefits, and design life.  Items to inspect, operate, and maintain during the estimated design life of this practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
Add or delete bullets below as necessary to create a site specific O&M Plan.  This line does not print.
· Conduct periodic and post-storm inspections to detect and minimize damage to the canal or lateral.
· Maintain cross section and gradient by controlling channel erosion and sloughing of side slopes and berms.
· Immediately remove sediment deposits, obstructions, or blockage of the canal or lateral.
· Remove foreign debris that hinders the operation of the system.
· Install and maintain fences to control livestock access when adjacent fields are used for pasture.
· Replace damaged structures to constructed grades.
· Control growth of vegetative materials, including undesired vegetation by the use of mowing and/or herbicides.  Avoid direct irrigation water contact with herbicides.  
· Immediately repair any rodent, vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage.
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