

CONSTRUCTION specification
Clearing and snagging, CODE 326
1. SCOPE 
The work shall consist of furnishing all materials, labor, and equipment necessary for removal of snags, drifts, and downed timber, and disposal of all materials from specified areas of the stream channel and berms as described in this specification, shown on the drawings, or as staked in the field.  
2. CLEARING AND SNAGGING OPERATIONS
All designated trees, stumps, and, brush, within the perimeter of the channel shall be cut as close to the ground as the cutting tools permit.  If other areas are to be cleared, the trees, brush, and other woody vegetation shall be cut within the maximum specified distance above the ground level.
Trees shall be felled in such a manner as to avoid damage to other trees, property, and objects outside the limits of clearing or to trees marked for preservation within the clearing limits.  
Downed trees, logs, drifts, boulders, debris, and other obstructions lying wholly or partly in the channel shall be removed.  Piling, piers, headwalls, and other structures that obstruct the free flow of water shall be removed if so designated in the project plans and specifications.
If herbicide treatment is planned, the stumps and brush in the specified area shall be treated at the time of clearing according to the recommendations of the manufacturer of the herbicide specified or being used.
The use of explosives in all clearing and snagging operations shall be in strict compliance with the applicable state statutes and regulations. 
Measures and construction methods that enhance landscape resource quality and fish and wildlife values shall be incorporated as needed and practical.  Special attention shall be given to visual resources, protecting, and maintaining key shade, food, and den trees, and to stabilization of disturbed areas.  Where specified, sound logs shall be placed against eroded banks and anchored to serve as bank projection and fish habitat.  Placement and anchoring of logs shall be in accordance with the drawings.
Selected snagging where possible shall be performed primarily with hand operated equipment, water based equipment, or small equipment used in a manner that will minimize soil, water and other resource disturbances.
3. DEBRIS DISPOSAL
Trees, logs, and all combustible material resulting from the clearing and snagging operations shall be burned, buried, removed from the site, or piled in designated disposal areas as specified for the project.  
All burning shall be performed outside the channel and shall conform to with local, County and State regulations.  
Residue from burning and noncombustible material shall be buried outside the channel in an approved area, removed from the site, or placed in designated disposal areas.  All buried material shall have a minimum earth cover of 2 feet.
4. ACCESS ROUTES
Rock stream crossings, access lanes, culverts, and other structures required for access shall be installed at locations shown on the plans or as staked in the field.  Travel outside the designated access routes shall be restricted to minimize disturbance to the flood plain.
5. SAFETY 
Landowners or operators, sponsoring organizations, and/or contractors shall be liable for damage to utilities and damage resulting from disruption of service caused by construction activities.
It is the responsibility of the installer to determine if there are buried or overhead utilities in the vicinity of the proposed work.  The installer is required to call the Sunshine State One Call of Florida (811) for utilities to be located prior to commencing construction.  They shall follow proper procedures to insure that the utilities are not jeopardized and that equipment operators and others will not be injured during construction operations.  All work and operations will be conducted in accordance with the proper safety codes for the types of construction being performed with due regard to the safety of all persons and property.
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) makes no representation on the existence or non-existence of any utilities.  Absence of utilities on the drawings is not assurance that no utilities are present at the site.  
During construction, the contractor is responsible for the maintenance of traffic at the entrance of the maintenance access road into the public road.  Traffic control devices, such as signs, lights, barricades, shall be erected as required by state/local regulations, statutes, and Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  The Contractor shall be responsible for installation, protection, maintenance and replacement, if necessary, of the traffic control devices within the work zone until construction operations have been completed.  Traffic control devices shall be removed prior to final acceptance of the work.  During construction operations, flaggers will be required when vehicles transporting equipment, materials and supplies are entering and leaving the construction site from public roads.
6. EROSION AND POLLUTION CONTROL
Construction operations shall be carried out in such a manner and sequence that erosion and air and water contamination are minimized and held within legal limits. 
7. PERMITS
The owner will be responsible for obtaining all required permits including a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, if applicable.  All required permits must be obtained prior to the start of construction.  
All permits required to install access roads shall be the responsibility of owner.
8. WORKMANSHIP 
All construction shall be performed in a workmanlike manner, and the job site shall have a neat appearance when finished.
9. BASIS OF ACCEPTANCE 
The acceptability of this practice shall be determined by inspections to insure compliance with all the provisions of this specification and to the drawings.  Clearing and snagging shall be approved by an NRCS employee with appropriate engineering job approval authority or Technical Service Providers.
10. MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT
Method 1.  For items of work for which specific unit prices are established in the contract, clearing and snagging will be measured to the nearest foot by measurement of the constructed length as measured along the ceterline of the area.  Such payment will constitute full compensation for all materials, labor, and equipment necessary and all other items necessary and incidental to the completion of the work.
Method 2.  For items of work, for which specific lump sum prices are established in the contract, payment for clearing and snagging will be made at the contract lump sum prices.  Such payment will constitute full compensation for all materials, labor, and equipment necessary and all other items necessary and incidental to completion of the work.
Use with Either Method.  Compensation for any item of work described in the contract but not listed in the bid schedule will be included in the payment for the item of work to which it is made subsidiary.  Such items and the items to which they are made subsidiary are identified in Section 11.
11. ITEMS OF WORK AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Items of work to be performed in conformance with this specification and the construction details therefor are:  Add items of work specific to the site as per the instructions for of construction specification for Clearing and Snagging, Code 326.  (This red text does not print.)
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