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[bookmark: _GoBack]Operation & Maintenance Requirements
This irrigation pipeline was designed and installed to convey water to where it may be utilized.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 20 years.  The life span of this practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an operation and maintenance (O&M) program.  
You are required to perform inspections and O&M activities in order for this practice to achieve the intended function, benefits, and design life.  Items to inspect, operate, and maintain during the estimated design life of this practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
· Add or delete bullets below as necessary to create a site specific O&M Plan.  This line does not print.
· Check to make sure all valves and air vents are set at the proper operating condition so they may provide protection to the pipeline.
· Check to make sure that all connections are watertight and all valves are working properly.
· Maintain the design depth of cover over the pipeline.
· Limit traffic over the pipeline to designated section that were designed for traffic loads.
· Avoid any subsoiling operation that may disturb the pipeline.
· Promptly repair all leaks, by replacing gaskets broken pipes, or worn parts.
· Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation.
· Drain the system and components in areas that are subject to freezing.  
· Allow time for the pipeline to fill gradually when being put into use after shut down or draining.
· Periodically check and repair all system appurtenances (valves, pressure regulators, etc.) according to the manufacturer's recommendations.
· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any appurtenances. 
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