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Operation and Maintenance Plan Dry Hydrant, Code 432

	Landowner/Operator:
	
	Date:
	

	NRCS Service Center:
	
	 Conservation District:
	

	Practice Location:
	
	 Tract/Field ID:
	

	(Lat/Long or UTM Coord. or Sec/TS/R)


Operation & Maintenance Requirements
This structure was designed and installed to provide storage of water for fire suppression.  The landowner/operator is responsible for establishing and implementing an inspection and operation and maintenance (O&M) program.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 15 years.  The life span of this practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an operation and maintenance (O&M) program.  
You are required to perform inspections and O&M activities in order for this practice to achieve the intended function, benefits, and design life.  Items to inspect, operate, and maintain during the estimated design life of this practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
Add or delete bullets below as necessary to create a site specific O&M Plan.  This line does not print.
· If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to prevent unauthorized or livestock entry.
· Remove debris that may accumulate at the dry hydrant and immediately upstream or downstream from the dry hydrant.
· Immediately repair any erosion, vandalism, vehicular, damage to any earthfills, spillways, outlets or other appurtenances.
· Keep the site clear of obstructions and mow the dry hydrant access area regularly to maintain ready access to the hydrant for emergency use.  When feasible, schedule mowing to take place outside primary nesting season for grass-nesting birds.
· Pumper test the dry hydrant annually at the maximum designed flow rate to verify site usability.  Back flush the system before testing.  Inspect the hydrant each spring and fall and back flush if necessary to remove silt or sediment debris that may have accumulated on the screen.
· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals and repair any damage caused by their activity.  (If threatened species are involved, follow policy on endangered or threatened species.)
· Regularly clear the screen of excess aquatic growth that may limit the full operation of the dry hydrant.
· Determine and eliminate causes of settlement or cracks in the earthen sections and repair damage.
· Repair spalls, cracks and weathered areas in concrete surfaces.
· Replace weathered or displaced rock riprap to constructed grade.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The practice should be inspected routinely and especially after major rainfall events.  All items needing maintenance should be repaired immediately
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