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	Operation & Maintenance Plan
Drainage Water Management, Code 554



	Landowner/Operator:
	
	Date:
	

	NRCS Service Center:
	
	 Conservation District:
	

	Practice Location:
	
	 Tract/Field ID:
	

	(Lat/Long or UTM Coord. or Sec/TS/R)


Operation & Maintenance Requirements
[bookmark: _GoBack]This drainage water management system was designed and installed to improve water quality, improve the soil environment, reduce the rate of oxidation, aid in the control of nematodes and other pest populations, prevent wind erosion, or enable seasonal shallow flooding.  The purposes can only be achieved through proper operation.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 1 year.  The life span of this practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an operation and maintenance (O&M) program.  
You are required to perform inspections and O&M activities in order for this practice to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the drainage water management system.  Items to inspect and maintain include, but are not limited to, the following:
Add or delete bullets below as necessary to create a site specific O&M Plan.  This line does not print.
· Inspect the system after storm events that may adversely alter the water level in the control area.  The closer to the ground surface the top board is set, the sooner the need to check the water level.
· Follow the target water elevations or elevation of the flash boards for field operations (e.g. planting, harvest, manure application, fallow) shown in the attached table.  Periodically monitor water levels in the field and at water table control structures to ensure the target elevation is achieved.  
· If adjustments are needed to achieve the target elevations, record the changes and allow sufficient time for water level in the control area to reach the target elevation prior to performing field operations.  
· Maintain records of dates and elevations when adjustments are made to the outlet elevation in the control structure(s). 
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	Water Control Structure Outlet Adjustments

	ate
	Field No.
	Seasonal Event or Crop Stage
	Target Water Table Depth (inches)
	Structure Number/
Name
	Planned Flashboard Elevation
	Measured Water Table Depth
(inches)
	Revised Flashboard Elevation
	Comments
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