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1. SCOPE 
This specification covers the construction of an access road.  The work shall consist of furnishing all materials, labor, and equipment necessary for constructing the access road in accordance with the construction plans and specifications. 
2. CLEARING AND GRUBBING
All trees, stumps, roots, brush, weeds, and other objectionable material shall be removed from the area that will be required for the access road and turn outs including shoulders and ditches, and from similar areas required for side road approaches and inlet and outlet ditches.  All such materials will be disposed of by burning, burying at approved locations or otherwise removed from the site and stacked.  All burning shall conform to all local and state laws, rules and regulations.
3. FOUNDATION PREPARATION
Foundations for roads shall be stripped to remove vegetation and other unsuitable materials or shall be excavated as specified or as shown on the drawings.  All unsuitable materials shall be excavated from the roadbed areas and disposed of properly.  
Except as otherwise specified, earth foundation surfaces shall be graded to remove surface irregularities and shall be scarified parallel to the axis of the road or otherwise acceptably scored and loosened to the depth specified in Section 14 of this specification.
The moisture content of the loosened foundation material shall be controlled as specified in Section 14 of this specification.  
The surface materials of the foundation shall be compacted and bonded with the first layer of earthfill as specified in Section 14 of this specification.  
4. SAFETY 
Landowners or operators, sponsoring organizations, and/or contractors shall be liable for damage to utilities and damage resulting from disruption of service caused by construction activities.
It is the responsibility of the installer to determine if there are buried or overhead utilities in the vicinity of the proposed work.  The installer is required to call 811 for utilities to be located prior to commencing construction.  They shall follow proper procedures to ensure that the utilities are not jeopardized and that equipment operators and others will not be injured during construction operations.  They will conduct all work and operations in accordance with the proper safety codes for the types of construction being performed with due regard to the safety of all persons and property.
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) makes no representation on the existence or non-existence of any utilities.  Absence of utilities on the drawings is not assurance that no utilities are present at the site.  
During construction, the contractor is responsible for the maintenance of traffic at the entrance of the maintenance access road into the public road.  Traffic control devices, such as signs, lights, barricades, shall be erected as required by state/local regulations, statutes, and Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).  The Contractor shall be responsible for installation, protection, maintenance and replacement, if necessary, of the traffic control devices within the work zone until construction operations have been completed.  Traffic control devices shall be removed prior to final acceptance of the work.  If needed during during construction operations, flaggers will be used when vehicles transporting equipment, materials and supplies are entering and leaving the construction site from public roads.
5. CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS
NRCS should be notified at least 72 hours before the start of construction operations.
Construction operations shall be carried out in such a manner and sequence that erosion and air and water contamination are minimized and held within legal limits. 
The owner, operator, contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construction being performed with due regards to the safety of all persons and property.
6. PERMITS
The owner will be responsible to obtain all required permits including a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit, if applicable.  All required permits must be obtained prior to the start of construction.  
All permits required to install access road shall be the responsibility of owner.
7. EARTHFILL
All earthfill for access roads and structures shall be compacted according to the following requirements for the class of compaction specified:
Class A Compaction.  Each layer of road earthfill shall be compacted as necessary to provide the density of the earthfill matrix not less than the minimum density specified in Section 14 or identified on the drawings.  The earthfill matrix is defined as the portion of the earthfill material finer than the maximum particle size used in the compaction test method specified.
Class B Compaction.  Each layer of road earthfill shall be compacted to a mass density not less than the minimum density specified.
Class C Compaction.  Each layer of earthfill shall be compacted by the specified number of passes of the type and weight of roller or other equipment specified in Section 14 of this specification, or by an approved equivalent method.  Each pass shall consist of at least one passage of the roller wheel or drum over the entire surface of the layer.
Earthfill for shall be placed in approximately horizontal layers.  The thickness of each layer before compaction shall not exceed the maximum thickness specified in Section 14 or shown on the drawings.  Materials placed by dumping in piles or windrows shall be spread uniformly to not more than the specified thickness before being compacted.
During placing and compacting earthfill; the moisture content of the materials being compacted or placed shall be maintained within the range specified in Section 14 of this specification.
8. CONSTRUCTION 
The roadbed shall be graded to the required elevations for subgrade preparation as shown on the plans and that portion of the roadbed on which subgrade is to be prepared shall be loosed to a depth of 6 inches and all stones, roots and other objectionable material removed and disposed.  
The subgrade shall then be thoroughly compacted.  Soft spots discovered will be removed and replaced with suitable material.
After completion of the subgrade, the base course will be placed; mixed as necessary to provide a homogeneous mixture; and thoroughly compacted.  Compaction of the base course, shall be undertaken only when the soil moisture level is adequate to permit the require degree of compaction.
Fill material for roadbeds and embankments shall be deposited in thin layers as described in Section 14 and compacted with the controlled movement of the earth moving equipment.
Placement of the surface course specified shall be in accordance with sound highway construction practice for the surface material used.
Road shoulders and cut and fill slopes shall be stabilized as shown on the plans or described in Section 14.
9. Drainage Structures
Structures (e.g. culverts, water-breaks, surface cross drains, diversions, broad based dips, etc.) shall be installed to the neat lines and grades and section as shown on the plans.  Materials (pipe, steel, aggregates, cement, timbers, etc.) shall be inspected before installation.  Written certifications of material conformance to specifications will be required if physical inspection is not conclusive.
Pipe joints shall be sealed in accordance with the manufacturers’ specifications.  Pipes shall not be laid directly on rock; there must be a soil cushion of at least six (6) inches between the pipe and rock.
Concrete must be of the quality specified.  Batching, placing, and curing will conform to NEH 642, Construction Specification 32.  Mixes shall be in accordance to those specified.
10. Vegetative Cover
Unless otherwise specified, a protective cover of vegetation shall be established on the disturbed area.  The planting of vegetative materials shall conform to the requirements as shown on the drawings or as specified in Section 14 of this specification.  
Use of other protection measures in lieu of vegetation shall conform to the requirements as shown on the drawings or as specified in Section 14 of this specification.  
11. WORKMANSHIP 
All construction shall be performed in a workmanlike manner, and the job site shall have a neat appearance when finished.
12. BASIS OF ACCEPTANCE 
The acceptability of this practice shall be determined by inspections to ensure compliance with all the provisions of this specification and the drawings.  Installation shall be approved by an NRCS employee with appropriate engineering job approval authority or Technical Service Providers.
13. MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT
Method 1.  For items of work for which specific unit prices are established in the contract, the quantity of each type of access road to the nearest linear foot by measurement of the constructed length as measured along the ceterline of the access road.  Payment will be made for each type of access road.  Such payment will constitute full compensation for all materials, labor, and equipment necessary and all other items necessary and incidental to the completion of the work.
Method 2.  For items of work, for which specific lump sum prices are established in the contract, payment for access road will be made at the contract lump sum prices.  Such payment will constitute full compensation for all materials, labor, and equipment necessary and all other items necessary and incidental to completion of the work, including, except as otherwise specified, required excavation, dewatering and backfilling.
Use with Either Method.  Compensation for any item of work described in the contract but not listed in the bid schedule will be included in the payment for the item of work to which it is made subsidiary.  Such items and the items to which they are made subsidiary are identified in Section 14.
14. ITEMS OF WORK AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Items of work to be performed in conformance with this specification and the construction details therefor are:  Add items of work specific to the site as per the instructions for of construction specification for Access Road, Code 560.  (This red text does not print.)
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