	[image: http://www.carboncyclescience.gov/images/logos/usda_logo_227x130.jpg]
	Operation & Maintenance Plan
Heavy Use Area Protection, Code 561
	



Operation and Maintenance Plan Watering Facility, Code 614
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Landowner/Operator:
	
	Date:
	

	NRCS Service Center:
	
	 Conservation District:
	

	Practice Location:
	
	 Tract/Field ID:
	

	(Lat/Long or UTM Coord. or Sec/TS/R)


Operation & Maintenance Requirements
This heavy use area protection was designed and installed to stabilize a surface(s) with suitable material to protect areas heavily impacted by animals, people, vehicles, or equipment and is intended to help protect the area from erosion, but addresses other types of natural resources degradation.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life span of this practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an operation and maintenance (O&M) program.  
You are required to perform inspections and O&M activities in order for this practice to achieve the intended function, benefits, and design life.  Items to inspect, operate, and maintain during the estimated design life of this practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
Add or delete bullets as necessary to create a site specific O&M plan.  This line does not print.
· Inspect the heavy use area periodically and immediately following significant rainfall events and immediately repair any damages...
· Scrape surface as needed to remove excess manure and/or sediment.
· Maintain surfaces in good condition, which includes periodic grading and addition of surface material when necessary.  Prevent surface ponding by localized grading or addition of surface materials to remove depressions.  Road base-course rock may be required to stabilize the road foundation.  Remove unstable materials and rebuild heavy use area using stable material.
· Maintain suitable vegetative cover, mulches, and other covering installed for erosion protection.  Maintain adjacent grass filter areas to their designed dimensions.  Limit traffic with fencing or barriers, where needed.
· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals.  Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.
· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage.
· Inspect areas surrounding the HUA after each major runoff event and repair promptly as needed.
· Contol livestock access to water courses in or around the HUA.
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