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	Operation & Maintenance Plan
Vegetated Treatment Area, Code 635
	



Operation and Maintenance Plan Irrigation System, Microirrigation, Code 441
	Landowner/Operator:
	
	Date:
	

	NRCS Service Center:
	
	 Conservation District:
	

	Practice Location:
	
	 Tract/Field ID:
	

	(Lat/Long or UTM Coord. or Sec/TS/R)


Operation & Maintenance Requirements
This vegetated treatment area was constructed to provide an area of permanent vegetation used for agricultural wastewater treatment.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life span of this practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out an operation and maintenance (O&M) program.  
You are required to perform inspections and O&M activities in order for this practice to achieve the intended function, benefits, and design life.  Items to inspect, operate, and maintain during the estimated design life of this practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
· Add or delete bullets below as necessary to create a site specific O&M Plan.  This line does not print.
· Control undesired weed species, especially state-listed noxious weeds, and other pests that could inhibit proper functioning of the VTA.
· Inspect and repair treatment areas after storm events to address gullies, reseed disturbed areas, and prevent concentrated flow.
· Apply supplemental nutrients and soil amendments as needed to maintain the desired species composition and stand density of herbaceous vegetation.
· Maintain or restore the treatment area as necessary by periodically grading or removing excess material when deposition jeopardizes its function.  Reestablish herbaceous vegetation.
· Routinely dethatch or aerate a treatment area used for treating runoff from livestock holding areas in order to promote infiltration.
· Conduct maintenance activities only when the surface layer of the VTA is dry enough to prohibit compaction.
· Monitor treatment areas in arid or semiarid regions that potentially could be affected by high salinity or sodium content for excessive salt and sodium buildup.  Take corrective action if excessive salt or sodium is found.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Monitor all treatment areas to maintain optimal crop growth and environmental protection.  Ensure that neither phosphorus is accumulating in the soil profile, nor nitrogen is leaching below the root zone.
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