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Critical Habitat for the Florida Listed Mussels 

 
Seven mussel species (in four northeast Gulf of Mexico drainages): Purple bankclimber 
(Elliptoideus sloatianus), Gulf Moccasinshell (Medionidus pencillatus), Ochlockonee 
maccasinshell (Medionidus simpsonianus), oval pigtoe (Pleurobema pyriforma), shinyrayed 
pocketbook (Lampsilis subangulata), Chipola slabshell (Elliptio chipolaensis), and fat threeridge 
(Amblema neislerii). 
 
(1) Critical habitat units are depicted on the maps below for the following counties in Florida: 

Alachua, Bay, Bradford, Calhoun, Columbia, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Jackson, Leon, 
Liberty, Union, Wakulla, and Washington. 
 

(2) The primary constituent elements of critical habitat for these listed mussel species are: 
a. A geomorphically stable stream channel (a channel that maintains its lateral dimensions, 

longitudinal profile, and spatial pattern over time without a consistent aggrading or 
degrading bed elevation); 

b. A predominantly sand, gravel, and/or cobble stream substrate with low to moderate 
amounts of silt and clay; 

c. Permanently flowing water; 
d. Water quality (including temperature, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, and chemical 

constituents) that meets or exceeds the current  aquatic life criteria established under the 
Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251-1387); and 

e. Fish hosts (such as largemouth bass, sailfin shiner, brown darter) that support the larval 
stages of the seven mussels 
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