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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
CONSERVATION PRACTICE STANDARD

RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT
OF RARE OR DECLINING HABITATS

CODE 643

DEFINITION

Restoring, conserving, and managing unique
or diminishing native terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems.

PURPOSE

To return aquatic or terrestrial ecosystems to
their original or usable and functioning
condition and to improve biodiversity by
providing and maintaining habitat for fish and

wildlife species associated with the ecosystem.

CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES

Sites or areas that once supported or currently
support a unique, dwindling, or imperiled
native plant and animal community.

CRITERIA

All necessary local, state, and federal permits
shall be obtained by the landowner (or
designee) prior to the restoration.

Methods used shall be designed to protect the
soil resource from erosion and compaction.

Invasive plant and animal species and noxious
weeds shall be controlled. When possible,
control will be limited to that necessary to
control undesirable species while still
protecting habitat that benefit native pollinators
and other fish and wildlife species that depend
on the site for food, cover, and water.

Undisturbed areas shall be conserved on a
sufficient extent of the area to sustain
disturbance-intolerant species. In general, no
more than %-1/3 of small (<50 acres), isolated
habitat patches will be disturbed in a given
year.

Management practices and activities are not
to disturb cover during the primary nesting
period (April 1 — August 31). Exceptions may
be_granted by the State Biologist for periodic
burning or mowing when necessary to
maintain the health of the plant community.

Plant species and seeding rate specifications
will be prepared to achieve desired habitat
condition. See 327 Conservation Cover Job
Sheet and CP-4 Seeding plan.

Only high quality and ecologically adapted
plant materials will be used. When feasible,
only local ecotypes will be used.

Site preparation, planting dates and methods,
and plant material care and handling shall
optimize vegetation survival and growth.

A pretreatment assessment of the targeted
habitat will be documented to provide a
baseline for comparison with post-treatment
habitat conditions. Goals or success criteria
will be established using reference sites for
guidance and comparison. Where no such
reference site exists, use the following to
establish restoration goals:

e ecological site descriptions,

e NatureServe Community Descriptions of
communities with a conservation status of
Critically Imperiled, Imperiled, or
vulnerable.

e high priority habitats by ecoregion (App. A)
or by associated species (App. B,C,D,E,G,
and H) listed in the GA Statewide Wildlife
Action Plan (Appendix A),

e or historic data

State Office or visit the Field Office Technical Guide.

Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically and updated if needed. To obtain
the current version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about/organization/regions.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg
http://explorer.natureserve.org/servlet/NatureServe?init=Ecol
http://georgiawildlife.com/sites/default/files/uploads/wildlife/nongame/SWAP/2015_SWAP_Appendices_Complete.pdf
http://georgiawildlife.com/sites/default/files/uploads/wildlife/nongame/SWAP/2015_SWAP_Appendices_Complete.pdf
http://georgiawildlife.com/sites/default/files/uploads/wildlife/nongame/SWAP/2015_SWAP_Appendices_Complete.pdf
http://georgiawildlife.com/sites/default/files/uploads/wildlife/nongame/SWAP/2015_SWAP_Appendices_Complete.pdf
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Use of fertilizers, pesticides and other
chemicals shall not compromise the intended
purpose of this practice

CONSIDERATIONS

Confer with other agencies and organizations
to develop guidelines and specifications to
conserve declining habitats.

Vegetative manipulations to restore plant
and/or animal diversity can be accomplished
by prescribed burning or mechanical, biological
or chemical methods, or a combination of the
four. Prescribed burning will only be conducted
in plant communities where this treatment is
suitable for the restoration or maintenance of
that community. Where prescribed burning is
conducted it shall follow all guidelines
delineated in the Prescribed Burning (Code
338) practice standard.

Mowing of herbaceous vegetation_may be
necessary during the establishment period to
control weeds.

Consider how land use and habitat in the
associated landscape may influence the ability
to achieve restoration and management
objectives.

Consider the likelihood of being able to
maintain or establish important ecological
disturbances such as burning, flooding or
grazing.

Consider how the short and long term effects
of climate change may influence the ability to
achieve restoration and management
objectives.

Generally, the size of the restored or managed
habitat should be large enough to support
populations of all species associated with the
targeted habitat.

Other conservation practices that will facilitate
the restoration and management of rare and
declining habitats include:

Access Control — Code 472

Aquatic Organism Passage — Code 396
Brush Management — Code 314
Conservation Cover — Code 327

Early Successional Habitat
Development/Management — Code 647

Fence — Code 382

Forest Stand Improvement — Code 666
Herbaceous Weed Control — Code 315
Prescribed Burning — Code 338
Prescribed Grazing — Code 528
Riparian Herbaceous Cover — Code 390
Range Planting — Code 550

Stream Habitat Improvement and Management
— Code 395

Structures for Wildlife - Code 649
Tree and Shrub Establishment — Code 612
Tree/Shrub Site Preparation — Code 490

Upland Wildlife Habitat Management — Code
645

Wetland Restoration — Code 657

Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management — Code
644

Woody Residue Treatment — Code 384

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Specifications for this practice shall be
prepared. Specifications shall be recorded
using approved specifications sheets and job
sheets. Narrative statements in the
conservation plan or other acceptable
documentation may provide supplemental
information to the specifications and job
sheets.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Haying, grazing, prescribed burning, forest
stand improvement, and other management
activities will be planned and managed
(including access control) as necessary to
achieve and maintain the intended purpose.
See applicable job sheets.

Vegetation management and maintenance
activities shall not be conducted during critical
life stages of fish and wildlife except when
necessary to achieve the desired habitat
condition. This includes the primary
nesting/fawning season of April 1-August 31.

Habitat conditions should be evaluated and
compared to reference conditions on a regular
basis to adapt the conservation plan and
schedule maintenance to ensure the desired
habitat condition.
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regimes. Noss, R.F., E.T. LaRoe Ill, and J.M. Scott.
1995. Endangered ecosystems of the United
REFERENCES States: a preliminary assessment of loss and

- degradation. Biological Report 28; National
Barbour, M.G., and W. D. Billings (eds.). 2000. ; ; : -
North American Terrestrial Vegetation. Biological Service, Washington, D.C.
Cambridge University Press, New York,
Second Edition.

Kuchler, AW. 1964 Potential Natural
Vegetation of the Conterminous United States.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating
in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or
funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary
by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible
Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.Additionally, program information may be made available in
languages other than

English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination

Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination

Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of
the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (I) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intak:e@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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