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Appendix VI 

Average Southeast Cover Crop Biomass by Region 

 

 

This appendix contains average values for biomass (dry weight lbs./ac.) obtained 
in the literature for common cover crops in three regions of the Southeast. They 
are average values except for noted.  1  Denotes single value, rather than an 
average. Source Ms. Julia Gaskin, Crop and Soil Science Department, UGA, Athens. 

 

Use 4,000 lbs./ac. dry brassica biomass for all regions of the state. Source NRCS 
RUSLE2 soil loss software.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Southeast Cover Crops  
COASTAL PLAIN 

 

 

 

   

Cover Crop Biomass (lbs./ac.) 

Winter Grains  

Cereal Rye (Secale cereale) 3,944 
  
Oat (Avena sativa) 2,054 
  
Black Oat (Avena strigosa) 4,013 
  
Wheat (Triticum spp.) 1,522 
  
Winter Legumes  
Crimson Clover (Trifolium 
incarnatum) 

2,908 

  
Hairy Vetch (Vicia villosa) 3,348 
  
Common Vetch (Vicia sativa) 3,339 
  
Austrian Winter Pea (Pisum sativum 
subsp. arvense) 

2,634 

  
Lupine (Lupinus angustifolius) 1,409 
  



 Southeast Cover Crops  
COASTAL PLAIN 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cover Crop   Biomass (lbs./ac.) 
Summer Grains  
Foxtail Millet (Setaria 
italica) 

3,395 

  
Pearl Millet (Pennisetum 
glaucum) 1 

5,950 

  
Sudangrass (Sorghum 
Sudanense)  1 

5,030 

Sorghum-Sudangrass 
(Sorghum bicolor x 
Sorghum Sudanense) 1 

7,842 

  
Summer legume  
Sunnhemp (Crotalaria 
juncea) 

5,018 

  
Cowpea (Vigna 
unguiculata) 

4,337 

  
Other   
Buckwheat (Fagopyrum 
esculentum) 

3,167 

  



 Southeast Cover Crops  
PIEDMONT 

 

  

Cover Crop Biomass (lbs./ac.) 
Winter Grains  
Cereal Rye (Secale 
cereale) 

  6,360 

  
Wheat (Triticum spp.) 6,006 
  
Crimson Clover(Trifolium 
incarnatum) 

3,913 

Hairy Vetch (Vicia villosa) 4,390 
  
Common Vetch (Vicia 
sativa) 

4,035 

  
Austrian Winter Pea 
(Pisum sativum subsp. 
arvense) 

3,604 

  
Lupine (Lupinus 
angustifolius) 

   838 

  
Summer Grains  
Sorghum (Sorghum 
bicolor)   6,547 

  
Sunnhemp (Crotalaria 
juncea) 

  4,802 

  
Cowpea (Vigna 
unguiculata) 

5,012 

  



 Southeast Cover Crops  
MOUNTAINS, RIDGE & VALLEY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Crop Biomass (lbs./ac.) 
Winter Grains  
Cereal Rye (Secale 
cereale) 

4,442 

  
Wheat (Triticum 
spp.) 

2,926 

  
Winter Legumes  
Crimson Clover 
(Trifolium 
incarnatum) 

3,107 

  
Hairy Vetch (Vicia 
villosa) 3,229 

  
Austrian Winter Pea 
(Pisum sativum 
subsp. arvense) 

1,260 

  


