
Georgia Cover Crop (Code 340) Standard 

APPENDIX V – Requirements for Cover Crops Purposes 

 

Table 1. General requirements for planting cover crops may be used to identify 
and compare purposes. Not to be used to identify all requirements in the 
standard. Document specific requirements in the jobsheet. December 31, 2015 

 

 

1 Species for this purpose include rye, sorghum-sudangrass, forage radish, barley, oats, 
rapeseed, black oat and arrowleaf, berseem and crimson clovers 

 
 
 
Purpose 

Reduce 
erosion 

Determine surface 
and/or canopy 
cover and low soil 
erosion in RUSLE2 
software 

Document critical seasonal results compared to 
benchmark. Multiple species mixes may not be in the 
database. 

Promote 
soil health 
and organic 
matter 

Scavenge 
nutrients, 
especially 
nitrogen 
(N) 1 

http://aesl.ces.uga.edu/mineralization/


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Purpose 

Control 
weeds, 
especially 
when a fall 
cereal cover 
is 
terminated 
and matted 

Conserve 
moisture 
when 
terminated 
and matted 

 Maintain minimum of 2,000 lbs./ac 
or 60% of field surface through the year when a cover crop 
is used to manage residue (Code 329) in a conservation 
tillage system. 

Minimize 
compaction  

See Deep Tillage (Code 324) for using a penetrometer or 
sturdy wire to examine field. Plant forage radish, rapeseed 
or turnips or implement mechanical subsoil procedure. 


