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To estimate cover crop biomass, take cuttings from several areas of the field. Clip,
dry and weigh them. Use a yardstick or metal frame of known dimensions, such as
1 ft. x 2 ft., which equals 2 ft.2. Clip the plants at ground level within the known
area. Dry them out in the sun for a few consecutive days, or place them in an
oven at about the 140 degrees F for 24 to 48 hours until they are “crunchy dry”.
Use the following equation to determine the yield of dry mater per acre:

Cover (Ibs./ac.) = Total weight of dried samples (Ib.) X 43,660 sq. ft./acre

# Square feet you sampled
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