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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
PACIFIC BASIN AREA

SECTION II – Cultural Resources

CULTURAL RESOURCES COMPLIANCE PROCESS

The Pacific Basin NRCS has developed a process to comply with requirements of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and 36 CFR 800. Our agency mission results in many small projects on private land in which federal involvement may be planning assistance, technical advice, project design, cost sharing, purchase of easements, and/or approval. The NHPA requires that NRCS take into account the effects of its actions on historic properties. Federal regulations, 36CFR 800, identify how to comply with section 106 of NHPA. The Pacific Basin NRCS compliance process identifies the appropriate level of effort that is commensurate with the nature of potential effects and the degree of federal involvement. This process will meet NRCS’s legal requirements and avoid adverse affects to significant cultural resources in the Pacific Basin.

STEP-WISE PROCESS DESCRIPTION

It is NRCS policy to consider cultural resources early in the planning process. This usually means that upon identification of an undertaking, the Field Office should request that the Pacific Basin Cultural Resources Coordinator (CRC) conduct a review of the project. If the planners or engineers have the information on potential cultural concerns, the project can be designed to avoid potentially significant resources or areas of potential cultural concern. Completing the survey and evaluation prior to initiating contracts or other commitments can prevent delays and contract modifications.

Compliance procedure – Blank (under review)
Contact Pacific Basin Cultural Resources Coordinator for more information.

Pacific Basin Area State Office-NRCS

Robert T. Gavenda 

State Soil Scientist

Cultural Resources Program Coordinator

671.472.7182

bob.gavenda@pb.usda.gov
WHAT HAPPENS NOW?

NRCS cultural resources responsibilities continue with implementation of construction (except in the case where NRCS has withdrawn from the project). If the compliance process identified any concerns such as avoidance or monitoring, it is the responsibility of NRCS to ensure that these concerns are addressed and documented in the case file. If cultural resources are discovered during the course of construction, there are special provisions in the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 800 on how to deal with this situation. If human remains are uncovered, additional local and federal laws may be applicable.

If any cultural materials are exposed during construction activities all work should immediately cease, the area protected from further disturbance, and the Cultural Resources Coordinator should be notified as soon as possible. The CRC will conduct an initial field evaluation of the unanticipated discovery within two working days of notification. If the materials appear to be significant, the CRC will coordinate with the Field Office, client, and the local SHPO to develop a plan to deal with the discovery. If human remains are involved, the CRC will initiate compliance with the appropriate federal and state statutes.

PACIFIC BASIN CONSERVATION PRACTICES – CLASSIFICATION OF AFFECTS

The National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 800 require that NRCS take into account the effects of its undertakings on historic properties. Historic properties are cultural resources that qualify for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. In order to identify which projects will qualify as undertakings under the Act, Indiana conservation practices have been classified as either an undertaking (G), or a potential undertaking (PG), or not an undertaking (NG). The criteria for classification are the potential for the practice to affect significant cultural resources. Projects involving multiple practices are undertakings if any one practice is classified as an undertaking.

Pacific Basin Conservation practices are identified in the NRCS Pacific Basin Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG). Classifications are based on General Manual 420 part 401.40 through 420 part 401.42 and the practice descriptions found in Section IV National Practice Standards and Pacific Basin Practice Specifications of the FOTG.

Undertakings (G): Conservation practices that can affect cultural resources when installed according to standard NRCS criteria are undertakings. The effects can be immediate (an effect caused by the installation process) or distant (an effect that can reasonably be expected to occur as a result of installation) and direct (an effect that impacts the resource) or indirect (an effect that causes a visual impact on an historic district). Practices that are classified as undertakings require a cultural resources review and evaluation to determine if historic properties are in the project Area of Potential Effect (APE).

Potential Undertakings (PG): Conservation practices that may affect cultural resources are potential undertakings. These practices may not be undertakings if installation of the practices will not exceed the depth, extent and type of previous disturbance. These practices are undertakings if they disturb previously undisturbed ground or involve a different type of disturbance. Only District Conservationists or other NRCS certified conservation planners who have completed the Cultural Resources "Module 8" training or the CRC may make the determination of whether or not these practices are undertakings. If it is determined that the practice may affect cultural resources then the practice will be an undertaking and a cultural resources review and evaluation is required. If it is determined that the practice will not affect cultural resources, the decision rationale should be documented and placed in the case file along with a statement that cultural resources were considered and the project was determined not to be an undertaking under the NHPA.

Not Undertakings (NG): Conservation practices that do not affect cultural resources are not undertakings. These practices are generally management related, do not have any physical effects, and do not alter cultural resources. For projects that are not undertakings, a statement should be placed in the case file that documents that cultural resources were considered and the project was determined not to be an undertaking under the NHPA.
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Table: CLASSIFICATION OF AFFECTS

Code
Practice Name and Unit
Current Version
Classification of Affects Code
Last STGC 



Standard

Review

560
Access Road (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

311
Alley Cropping (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

575
Animal Trails and Walkways (M, Ft) 
8/2002

8/2002

314
Brush Management (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

322
Channel Vegetation (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

326
Clearing and Snagging (M, Ft) 
8/2002

8/2002

397
Commercial Fishponds (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

317
Composting Facility (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

328
Conservation Crop Rotation (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

656
Constructed Wetland (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

330
Contour Farming (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

331
Contour Orchard and Other Fruit Area (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

585
Contour Stripcropping (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

340
Cover Crop (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

342
Critical Area Planting (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

349
Dam, Multiple Purpose (No. & Ha – M, Ac – Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

324
Deep Tillage (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

356
Dike (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

362
Diversion (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

647
Early Successional Habitat Development/Mgt. (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

382
Fence (M, Ft) 
8/2002

8/2002

386
Field Border (M, Ft) 
8/2002

8/2002

393A
Filter Strip (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

394
Firebreak (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

399
Fishpond Management (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

400
Floodwater Diversion (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

490
Forest Site Preparation (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

666
Forest Stand Improvement (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

655
Forest Trails and Landings (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

410
Grade Stabilization Structure (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

412
Grassed Waterway (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

548
Grazing Land Mechanical Treatment (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

561
Heavy Use Area Protection (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

422
Hedgerow Planting (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

423
Hillside Ditch (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

464
Irrigation Land Leveling (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002


552A
552B
Irrigation Pit or Regulating Reservoir (No.)

   Irrigation Pit (No.)
   Regulating Reservoir (No.)

8/2002

8/2002


8/2002

8/2002

436
Irrigation Storage Reservoir (No. & Ha-M, Ac-Ft)
8/2002

8/2002


441
442
Irrigation System (No. & Ha, Ac)
   Microirrigation (No. & Ha, Ac)
   Sprinkler (No. & Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

8/2002

8/2002


430DD
430EE
430FF
Irrigation Water Conveyance (M, Ft)
   High-Pressure, Underground, Plastic
   Low-Pressure, Underground, Plastic Pipeline
   Steel

8/2002
8/2002
8/2002


8/2002

8/2002
8/2002


449
Irrigation Water Management (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

543
Land Reconstruction, Abandoned Mined Land (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

466
Land Smoothing (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

468
Lined Waterway or Outlet (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

634
Manure Transfer (No.) 
8/2002

8/2002

484
Mulching (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

590
Nutrient Management (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

500
Obstruction Removal (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

582
Open Channel (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

512
Pasture and Hay Planting (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

595
Pest Management (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

516
Pipeline (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

378
Pond (No.) 
8/2002

8/2002

521A
Pond Sealing or Lining (No.)

   Flexible Membrane
8/2002

8/2002

462
Precision Land Forming (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

338
Prescribed Burning (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

528A
Prescribed Grazing (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

550
Range Planting (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

562
Recreation Area Improvement (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

566
Recreation Land Grading and Shaping (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

568
Recreation Trail and Walkway (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

329B

329A

329C
Residue Management (Ha, Ac)

   Mulch Till

   No Till/Strip Till 

   Ridge Till
8/2002

8/2002

8/2002

8/2002

8/2002

8/2002

344
Residue Management, Seasonal (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

643
Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

391
Riparian Forest Buffer (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

555
Rock Barrier (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

558
Roof Runoff Structure (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

557
Row Arrangement
8/2002

8/2002

350
Sediment Basin (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

580
Streambank and Shoreline Protection (M, Ft) 
8/2002

8/2002

586
Stripcropping, Field (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

587
Structure for Water Control (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

606
Subsurface Drain (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

607

608
Surface Drainage (M, Ft)

   Field Ditch

   Main or Lateral
8/2002

8/2002

8/2002

8/2002

600
Terrace (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

660
Tree and Shrub Pruning (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

612
Tree/Shrub Establishment (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

620
Underground Outlet (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

645
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

472
Use Exclusion (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

630
Vertical Drain (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

313
Waste Storage Facility (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

359
Waste Treatment Lagoon (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

633
Waste Utilization (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

638
Water and Sediment-Control Basin (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

614
Water Facility (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

636
Water Harvesting Catchment (No.)
8/2002

8/2002

658
Wetland Creation (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

659
Wetland Enhancement (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

657
Wetland Restoration (Ha, Ac)
8/2002

8/2002

644
Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (Ha, Ac) 
8/2002

8/2002

380
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002

650
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation (M, Ft)
8/2002

8/2002
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