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Section V-A-1. CPPE Introduction

Conservation Practice Physical Effects (CPPE) documents the physical effects of conservation practices on resource problems.  The practices are assumed to be installed according to standards in Section IV.
	A new CPPE database was developed by the NRCS National Office and is used in the Application Evaluation and Ranking Tool (AERT) for Farm Bill programs.  It one of several online NRCS SmarTech database applications.  The new CPPE is essentially a matrix with an effect value from +5 to -5 for each of the conservation practices included in the FOTG Section IV on the Quality Criteria resource concerns or problems in the FOTG Section III.  
Effect of a Single Conservation Practice on Resource Problems
SmarTech CPPE Value
Definition
+5
Substantial Decrease

+4
Moderate to Substantial Decrease

+3
Moderate Decrease

+2
Slight to Moderate Decrease

+1
Slight Decrease

0
Not Applicable
0
No Effect
-1
Slight Increase
-2
Slight to Moderate Increase
-3
Moderate Increase
-4
Moderate to Substantial Increase
-5
Substantial Increase



Each state has their own SmarTech CPPE database which was originally populated with the National CPPE values.  States had the option of editing the National CPPE values to fit their own local conditions for use by the AERT.  We decided to edit the values, have just one set for the entire Pacific Islands Area, and also adopt it as our official CPPE.  The Hawaii SmarTech CPPE database was used and edited to the Pacific Islands Area CPPE.  

Updates to the SmarTech CPPE databases for the other Pacific Islands Area locations have not yet been made as we are awaiting our request to have the Hawaii CPPE values copied over to each of the other locations.  Until such time, other Pacific Islands Area locations are directed to use the Hawaii CPPE values.  The link to the Hawaii CPPE is: https://smartech.sc.egov.usda.gov/cppe.aspx.
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