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A properly operated and maintained pond liner can be a valuable asset to your farm.  The pond lining is designed and installed to limit the seepage loss from the pond.  The estimated life span of this system is at least 10 years.  The life of this system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.
Following are recommendations for the operation and maintenance of your pond sealing or lining – flexible membrane.
· Limit the use or travel in the area which is lined.
· Settlement or cracks in the soil weaken earthen sections and may accelerate the development of flow paths that may result in structure failure.  This should be investigated to determine the cause and immediately repaired.
· Repair damage to the liner occurring from erosion during initial filling, wave action, agitation, pumping operations, rainfall, and activities involved in removal of solids and sludge. 
· Remove trees and large shrubs to prevent damage caused by roots.  
· If the liner is damaged, any disturbed or eroded areas should be repaired to restore the liner to its original thickness and condition.
· Maintain fences to prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.
· Additional operation and maintenance requirement, if any:
	


Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service Field Office for additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this operation and maintenance plan.
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