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FIELD OFFICE TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO. [A-303

Purpose: To transmit information regarding the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG).
Effective Date: This notice is effective upon receipt.

Notice of Changes:

The following updated Construction Specifications dated December 2015 have been placed in the
eFOTG, Section IV, Construction Specifications. Some of the major changes/additions are
indicated below:

1A-23  Earthfill
> Disallows use of sectional fills without approval.
» Clarifies compaction requirements around a pipe.
» Clarifies use of a vibratory plate compactor.
IA-24  Drainfill
» Added requirements for drainage diaphragm outlets.
IA-61 Loose Rock Riprap
» Added requirement that placement of rock shall begin at the bottom of the slope
or downstream end of the structure.
IA-99 Cathodic Protection for Buried Metal Structures
» Added wording about the placement and handling of anodes.
» Added wording on connecting lead wire to header wire.
IA-600 Terraces
> Added a requirement that the disturbed area of the terrace be stripped a
minimum of 6 inches.
IA-638 Woater and Sediment Control Basin
» Added a requirement that all earthfill and borrow areas shall be stripped a
minimum of 6 inches.

Questions regarding these construction specifications should be directed to Allen Gehring, State
Conservfatio ineer, at 515-323-2220 or allen.gehring@ia.usda.gov.
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