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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION 

IA-6  SEEDING AND MULCHING FOR PROTECTIVE COVER 

1. SCOPE 
The work shall consist of seeding, mulching, and fertilizing all disturbed areas and other areas as 
indicated on the drawings or otherwise designated. 

2. SEEDBED PREPARATION AND APPLICATION 
The entire area to be seeded shall be reasonably smooth and all washes and gullies shall be filled to 
conform to the desired cross-section before actual seedbed preparation is begun.  At this stage of the 
operation, the required fertilizer and lime shall be applied uniformly and incorporated into the top 3 
inches of the soil with suitable tillage equipment.  The seedbed preparation operation shall be 
suspended when the soil is too wet or too dry.  The seedbed shall be loosened to a depth of at least 
three inches. 

On side slopes steeper than 2-1/2 horizontal to1 vertical, the 3 inch minimum depth of seedbed 
preparation is not required, but the soil shall be worked enough to insure sufficient loose soil to 
provide adequate seed cover. 

Unless otherwise specified, the seeding operation shall be performed immediately after preparation 
of the seedbed.  The seed shall be drilled or broadcast by equipment that will insure uniform 
distribution of the seed. 

3. MATERIALS 
The seeding, fertilizing, and mulching requirements are as specified on Form IA-CPA-4. 

Straw from cereal grains or hay will be used as mulching material.  It shall be relatively free of 
weeds. 

4. MULCH APPLICATION 
The required mulching shall be performed as soon as possible after seeding unless otherwise 
specified.  The mulch shall be applied uniformly over the area.  The type and rate shall be as 
specified.  When mulching is required, all areas seeded during any one day shall be mulched within 
24 hours.  The mulch may be spread by any means that results in a uniform cover. 

The mulch shall be anchored.  Anchoring of the mulch may be performed by a mulch anchoring tool 
or regular farm disk weighted and set nearly straight, by installation of mulch netting, or by other 
methods approved by NRCS. 

5. SPECIAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 


	IA-6  SEEDING AND MULCHING FOR PROTECTIVE COVER

	Text6: 


