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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION 

 

IA-9  SUBSURFACE DRAIN INVESTIGATION, 

REMOVAL, AND REPAIR 
 

1.   SCOPE 

The work shall consist of investigation, location, repair, and/or removal of subsurface drains (tile) near 

new or existing animal waste storage facilities or in wetland restoration, enhancement, or creation project 

areas, or other situations where subsurface drains may be present.  

2.   INVESTIGATION AND LOCATION  

An inspection trench at least 10 inches wide shall be dug at the location shown on the drawings or as 

directed by the engineer or his representative. The trench shall be at least 6 feet deep measured from the 

original ground line, unless otherwise shown on the plans. The Engineer or his representative shall 

examine the trench and excavated material to identify tile lines.  

Size, material, operating condition and direction of flow of each conduit shall be documented. Location 

and flow line elevation of each conduit shall be surveyed with horizontal and vertical control based on 

benchmarks shown on the plans.  

The inspection trench shall be documented by surveying the natural ground and trench bottom location 

and elevations at the beginning, end, and every 50 feet for trenches longer than 50 feet. 

Backfilling shall not be started without approval of the Engineer. See Section 5 for backfill specifications.   

Trench shields, shoring and bracing, or other methods necessary to safeguard the workers and work, and 

to prevent damage to the existing improvements shall be furnished, placed, and subsequently removed by 

the contractor. 

3.   TILE REPAIR 

Unless designated for removal, replace damaged conduit with new conduit having equal or greater 

capacity using material specified in Section 6 or 7. When replacing short sections of clay or concrete tile 

with single-wall corrugated polyethylene pipe, use the next larger nominal size. 

Make connections with manufactured fittings and tight joints. Where joints have gaps that would allow 

soil to enter, cover the joint with a permanent type material such as coal tar pitch treated roofing paper, 

fiber glass sheet or mat, or plastic sheet. 

If the investigation trench has been excavated below the existing drain grade, backfill the trench with 

gravel or well-pulverized soil in layers not over four (4) inches thick and tamp by hand or manually 

directed power tamper to provide a firm foundation for the conduit at the existing grade. Do not backfill 

with any soil containing broken tile fragments.  

Using selected soil free of hard clods, rocks, or frozen soil, hand tamp the backfill material around the 

haunch of the pipe in layers not over four (4) inches thick to provide support. Hold the conduit in place 

mechanically while placing excavated material around and over the conduit to ensure proper alignment 

and grade is maintained. Complete the backfill operation according to Section 5. 
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4.   TILE REMOVAL 

Remove conduits as shown on the plans or directed by the Engineer or his representative, including 

envelope filter material or other flow enhancing material when present. 

Cap or plug the open ends of the disconnected conduit to prevent soil entry when the conduit will continue 

to function downstream, or otherwise shown on the plans. For a minimum distance of two feet around 

each sealed conduit end, backfill in layers not over four (4) inches thick and tamp by hand or manually 

directed power tamper to a density equal to or greater than the surrounding undisturbed soil. Do not 

backfill with any soil containing broken tile fragments, large stones, frozen material, or large dry clods.  

Where tile are located beneath an existing animal waste facility, remove the tile or fill the entire length 
of tile with concrete or Portland cement grout as shown on the plans.  When tile removal is specified, the 
owner shall contact the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) for permission to remove the 
drainage tile under the structure. The structure shall be emptied of waste or lowered to a point below the 
tile prior to its removal. The structure must be retested for percolation and the results submitted to 
IDNR and approval received prior to reusing the structure. 

If shown on the plans or directed by the engineer, reroute upstream drain lines so the capacity of the 

upstream drainage system is maintained. Install conduit in accordance with Iowa Construction 

Specification IA-46, Tile Drains for Land Drainage. 

5.   BACKFILL 

Compact soil around disturbed tile as specified in Section 3 (Tile Repair) and Section 4 (Tile Removal). 

Keep the backfill within 5 feet of the conduit free from large stones, frozen material, and large dry clods. 

Unless otherwise shown on the plans, backfill the remainder of the trench as follows:  

For trenches located under or near structures, backfill in 12 inch layers and compact each layer to a 

density equal to or greater than the surrounding undisturbed soil.  

For other locations, backfill the remainder of each trench with the excavated soil material which shall 

extend above the ground surface and be well rounded over the trench. 

6.   MATERIALS 

Unless otherwise shown on the plans, conduit and fittings used for repair shall conform to the 

specifications listed in Table 1.  Perforated pipe shall have a water inlet area of at least 1 square inch per 

foot, provided by perforations spaced uniformly along the long axis of the pipe.  The perforations shall be 

circular or slots.  Circular perforations shall not exceed 3/16 inch in diameter.  Slots shall not be more 

than 1/8 inch wide. 
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Table 1. Acceptable pipe for subsurface drain repair 

Kind of Pipe
#
  Specification 

Corrugated Polyethylene (PE) Pipe and Fittings, 3 to 6 inch  ASTM F 405 

Corrugated Polyethylene (PE) Pipe and Fittings, 3 to 24 inch ASTM F 667 

Corrugated Profile Wall (Dual Wall) Polyethylene (PE) pipe, 2 to 60 inch ASTM F 2648
$
 

Corrugated Profile Wall (Dual Wall) Polyethylene (PE) pipe, 12 to 60 inch ASTM F 2306
$
 

Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC) Plastic Pipe, Schedules 40, 80 and 120 ASTM D 1785 

PVC Pressure-Rated Pipe (SDR Series) ASTM D 2241 

Clay drain tile ASTM C 4 

Concrete drain tile ASTM C 412 

#
 Pipe sizes are nominal and the ranges are inclusive 

$
 Pipe conforming to AASHTO M 252 (3 to 10 inch), or AASHTO M 294 (12 to 60 inch) is acceptable 

 

7.  SPECIAL SPECIFICATIONS  
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