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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

A properly operated and maintained waste storage structure is an asset to your farm.  This waste storage structure was designed and installed for temporary storage of animal wastes.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  A good operation and maintenance plan includes:

· Do not allow the operation of any equipment that exceeds the design limit on or within 10 feet of any structure.

· Do not allow human entry into any enclosed structure without safety equipment, that includes ladders and breathing apparatus.

· Maintain all pumps, agitators, piping, valves and all other electrical and mechanical equipment in good operating condition by following the manufacturers recommendations.  Maintain grounding rods and wiring for all electrical equipment in good condition.

· Empty wastes from storage facilities per the design operational schedule.  Maintain installed stage height storage markers.

· Maintain embankment fills (top width, height and side slopes) and eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals and repair any damage caused by their activity.
· During emptying operations of ponds avoid damage to liners.  Liners that are inadvertently damage shall be repaired per manufacturers recommendations and/or the requirements of the design (earth thickness, compaction, clay content, etc.)
· All fences, railings, and/or warning signs shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage to the structure, earthen areas surrounding any structure, or any appurtenances.

· Maintain all lids, grated, and shields on openings to underground structures.

· Immediately remove all foreign debris within the structure that may cause damage to pumps or agitators.

Special Operation and Maintenance Requirements: 
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